
1



2

+
Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation
4:00 pm		  Public

Sunday Masses
8:00 am			  Public 
10:00 am		  Public & Livestream 
11:45 am		  Public
5:00 pm			  Public

Weekday Masses
7:30 am			  Public
12:05 pm		  Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 	 11:15  to 11:45 am
Saturday			    3:15 to 3:45 pm

Monday,  Aug 10	 2 Cor 9:6-10; Jn 12: 24-26
Tuesday, Aug 11	 Ex 2:8- 3:4; Mt 18: 1-5, 10, 12-14
Wednesday, Aug 12	 Ez 9:1-7-10:18-22; Mt 18: 15-20
Thursday, Aug 13	 Ez 12: 1-12; Mt 18: 21 - 19: 1
Friday, Aug 14	 Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63; 	
	 Mt 19: 3-12
Sunday, Aug 16	 Is 56: 1, 6-7; Ps 67: 2-3, 5, 6,8; 
                                              	Rom 11: 13-15, 29-32: Mt 15: 21-28 

Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Daily Mass
Readings

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, Aug 8, 2026
4:00 PM	 John C. Brennan 18th Anniversary

Sunday, Aug 9, 2026
8:00 AM	 Rita Ashe
10:00 AM	 Regan Martins
11:45 AM	 Marcel Rajotte
 5:00 PM	 Judy Ryiz, 6th Anniversary

Monday, Aug 10, 2026
7:30 AM	 Ronald V. Williams
12:05 PM	 Charles & Claire Shaskus

Tuesday, Aug 11, 2026
7:30 AM	 Querino Genca
12:05 PM	 Paul F. Monaco

Wednesday, Aug 12, 2026
7:30 AM	 Eileen Dowd, Month’s Mind
12:05 PM	 Vanessa Sanchez

Thursday, Aug 13, 2026
7:30 AM	 Joan Ann Nevin
12:05 PM	 Franci & Salvatore Bazzano

Friday, Aug 14, 2026
7:30 AM	 Constance A. Rotondo
12:05 PM	 Vanessa Sanchez

Saturday, Aug 15, 2026
4:00 PM	 Kathleen Mary Mulcahy Miskell

Sunday, Aug 16, 2026
8:00 AM	 Lisa Brunelle Banach
10:00 AM 	 Mary Marut
11:45 AM  	 Diane Ashe, 11th Anniversary
 5:00 PM	 Lorraine Burke

St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and 
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
tel 860-756-4034 • info@spsact.org • www.spsact.org

We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman Catholic 
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity 
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!

Open Minds
Open Doors

Open Hearts

Please Pray for the Sick 
Thomas Molitor, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers, Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel,  Mary Joyce Castafero, Rosemarie 

Perkoski, Fran Rago, Susan Degennaro, Albert Tornatore, Barbara Ugguccioni, and Deborah Godin.

http://www.usccb.org/
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August 9, 2026

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Every three years, according to the Sunday Lectionary cycle, we 
hear readings on the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time that take place 
either on a mountain or on the sea. Both are places where humans 
encountered God. The prophet Elijah encountered God on Mount 
Horeb and the disciples, particularly Peter, encountered Jesus on 
the wave-tossed Sea of Galilee.

These encounters make me think of those times in my life when 
I felt the presence of God in the majesty of mountain and sea. In 
2016, when I traveled in Switzerland, I went to Interlaken and rode 
an inclined train up the side of a mountain which presented this 
incredible view of the town nestled between the Brienzersee and 
the Thunersee with the Alps in the distance:

The Pastor’s Corner

To my surprise, I came upon this plaque imbedded into the side of 
the mountain. A translation of the German text is: “Come and see 
the works of God, who is so wonderful! To you, God, be praise and 
glory, for you have accomplished a work of creation, full of glory 
and beauty.”

As I spend a couple of weeks at the Jersey shore, 
I am reminded of the ways God reveals himself 
to us here on earth. Nature often provides powerful opportunities 
to experience the Creator’s wonders. The never-ending waves of 
the ocean remind me of God’s eternity; the vastness of the ocean 
reminds me of God omnipresence; storms with wind and lightning 
remind me of God’s power and omnipotence. The height of moun-
tains remind me God’s majesty and glory. Of course, the Bible con-
tains numerous encounters of humans with God on mountaintops.

Today’s first reading about Elijah on Mount Horeb shows us that 
God is revealed both in fire, wind and earthquake as well as in a 
soft, quiet whisper. All of these can be just as dramatic and pow-
erful as the other; we just need the eyes and ears of faith to sense 
God’s presence. My daily walks on the beach are just as prayerful as 
saying the Liturgy of the Hours or any other form of prayer. How do 
you encounter God in your own life? You might be surprised at the 
answer!

Now that our “Christmas in July” fundraiser for our Sister Parish in 
Haiti has concluded, I wish to thank everyone who participated 
in it. There is still an opportunity to give online at spsact.org! I am 
grateful to all the members of our Sister Parish Committee who 
set up and decorated the tree, and who were present after Mass to 
answer questions.

I would also like to thank our parishioners who have participated 
in the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. So far, 249 gifts have totaled 
$97,738, a remarkable achievement! I believe this is the highest 
total we have reached in my time as pastor. Perhaps we could reach 
$100,000. If you haven’t already, please consider participating – 
and there is still time to do so at archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal.

As the summer passes and we look forward to autumn, I hope you 
will have time to get away or simply find time to kick back and en-
joy a good book. By the time you see this letter, I will have started 
the second volume of Rick Atkinson’s trilogy on the Revolutionary 
War. I’ll let you know how it turns out!

Blessings on your week ahead.

Fr. Tim Shreenan, O.F.M.
Pastor

http://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal
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Thank You for Your Generous Support of 
Our Christmas in July Campaign
Your compassion and generosity are a beautiful witness to our 
faith in action. Because of your support, our sister parish school 
in Haiti will be able to continue providing lunch to nearly 600 stu-
dents throughout the school year. Your gift will also help provide 
salaries for the dedicated teachers who faithfully educate these 
young people despite the significant challenges.
You have answered Christ’s call to love one another. Your kindness 
offers not only nourishment and education but also hope and the 
promise of a brighter future for the children and their families. 

Together, we are strengthening the bonds of our partnership 
with our sister parish and sharing God’s love in a tangible way. 

May God bless you abundantly for your generosity and contin-
ue to bless our sister parish school, its students, teachers, and 
families.

“Who is ever generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will 
repay him for his deed.” – Proverbs 19:17

Join us Saturday August 29, 2026 at the The Franciscan Center 
for Urban Ministry. Our Social "Hour" begins at 5:30 pm (wine, 
beer, & soft drinks will be available). Dinner to follow by Casa Mia 
on the Green with music by Dave Brinnel & Co. (Sinatra, Bobby 
Darin, Dean Martin, Billy Joel, Elton John, Elvis, Beatles & more). 
The cost is $35.00 per person. 
To purchase your tickets, please go to https://spsact.org/sum-
mer-sounds-2026/

We pray for the repose of the souls of Kathleen Callahan Lauria, 
James Clynch, John Droney, Ryan O’Halloran and Christina 
Leone, for whom a Masses of Christian Burial were offered in July, 
2026. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.

Pastoral Council members will be available at Community Sunday gatherings on 
August 9 and September 13 for discussions about the survey and to assist with 

completing it online.

“Staying Hopeful”
Women of Hope and Committee for 
Social Justice Ministries welcome 
you to join us for prayer and 
response as we commit ourselves 
to staying hopeful on  Monday, 
August 10 at 7:00 pm.

Faith-filled and not alone, we invite you to join us.  Be with us 
when we gather together, to ponder about our realities, to stop the 
frenetic pace of life, of our minds, our bodies, or spirits. And then to 
consider options for responding.  

Monday, August 10th, is the Transitus of Clare of Assisi. Our prayer 
and action response will focus on 
global concerns while highlighting 
the gifts Clare offered to the church 
of her time. 

Plan to attend ~ all are welcome 
~ invite a friend to join you. 

https://spsact.org/summer-sounds-2026/
https://spsact.org/summer-sounds-2026/
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Weekly Offering Updates 
8/02/2026: $17,931.56 

Pasta (+Protein) Tuesdays: HELP!!! 
Meal Prepping Baked Ziti with chicken or 
ground beef this week?  
Consider making 2!

Keep 1 to feed your family and drop the other off when you come 
to Mass!! Every Tuesday we serve a hot to-go meal to those in 
need. Right now, we are in dire need of volunteers to help pro-
vide 1 lb pasta dishes with protein. Please consider making a pan 
(or 2). To learn more about this VITAL ministry, please scan the 
qr code go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Pasta-Tues.  
With your help we can continue to serve those in 
need throughout the summer and beyond.

Notes from The Parish Office
This is a reminder that Mass Intentions, Sanctuary Lamp Inten-
tions and Mass Cards are only available during the week from 
9:00am to 4:00pm. Please either call the office to reserve your 
Mass Intention today at 860-756-4034 or connect with Carolyn 
at cabramo@spsact.org and she will call you back.

Sunday Brunch & Gathering for Women
The Women of Hope Ministry is hosting a Sunday Brunch on 
September 20, 11:00 am – 
1:00 pm, following the 10:00 
Mass.  Please plan now to 
join us! Feel free to invite your 
friends and family members to 
attend with you.

Professional chef and parishioner Marc Hussey will share his 
experience with and then demonstrate the preparation of quick 
healthy meals. During dessert time, we will facilitate conversation 
about women’s voices in the Church today.  We envision this social 
gathering to provide “good food” to nourish and strengthen body 
and soul!

To register, please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Brunch-Women

Suggested Offering: $15.00 can be made payable to "St. Patrick-St. 
Anthony Church" and mailed to 285 Church Street, Hartford, CT  
06103, Attn. Pat Curtis  OR go to https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/
giving/funds/adult-faith-formation to give offering conveniently 
ONLINE and note the program name in the Memo.

https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Pasta-Tues
https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Brunch-Women
https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation
https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation
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Reflecting God’s Grace: Supporting LGBTQ Youth & Families
Saturday, October 17, 2026 from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm, reception follwing training 
The Family Acceptance Project will provide a one-day special training event for our parish on helping Cath-
olic families to reduce health risks, including suicide, self-harm and substance abuse, to strengthen families 
and promote well-being for their LGBTQ children. This program is open to parishioners, families, priests, religious, pastoral ministers and 
LGBTQ ministry members. 

For the past 25 years, Dr. Caitlin Ryan, director of the Family Acceptance Project (FAP) and her team at San Francisco State University have 
conducted the first research and developed the first evidence-based family support model to help racially, culturally, and religiously 
diverse families to support their LGBTQ children. This work has been carried out in the context of the family’s cultures and faith traditions 
and includes studying how Catholic families respond to their LGBTQ children and providing training and implementing FAP’s family support 
model in diverse settings, including pastoral care, across the U.S. and in other countries.

Trainers - The October 17 training will be co-facilitated by Dr. Caitlin Ryan, who has worked in LGBTQ health for 50 years, and Dr. David 
Palmieri, a Catholic school theology educator of nearly 30 years who works with Catholic high schools and parishes to provide support for 
LGBTQ youth. Participants will receive foundational training on helping Catholic families to support their LGBTQ children with background 
materials and a copy of FAP’s evidence-based family education booklet for Catholic families. 

To register, please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Ref-Gods-Grace. Suggested Offering: $20.00 can be made payable to "Franciscan 
Center" and mailed to 285 Church Street, Hartford, CT  06103, Attn. Pat Curtis  OR please go to https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/
funds/adult-faith-formation to give offering conveniently ONLINE and note the program name in the Memo.

Guided Tour at New Britain Museum of  
American Art
Thursday, September 24 from 
1:30 – 2:45 pm (please arrive 
at the museum by 1:15 pm)

Women, Native Americans, and 
Black Americans were all pres-
ent in 1776, although not acknowledged as equals at the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence. How have their stories unfold-
ed, and by whom, over the past 250 years? How can we connect 
themes of justice through their experiences? Join Kathy Butler, 
historian, educator, docent at NBMAA, and SPSA parishioner, as 
we enjoy an interactive art tour focused on works about and by 
diverse individuals represented in the collection at the New Britain 
Museum of American Art. Max group size is 15 people.
Please go to https://tinyurl.com/Tour-NBMAA-26 to register.

Suggested Offering: $15.00 can be made payable to “St. Patrick-St. 
Anthony Church” and mailed to 285 Church Street, Hartford, CT  
06103, Attn. Pat Curtis  OR go to https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/
giving/funds/adult-faith-formation to give offering conveniently 
ONLINE and note the program name in the Memo.

Dancing with Sweetgrass:  
Artwork by Kim Weston

September 27, 1:00 to 3:00 pm: Reception and artist talk, with a 
drumming performance
Thursday, October 1, 7:00 to 8:00 pm: Virtual Artist Talk

The Clare Gallery opens its fall season with our 
third exhibition honoring “voices left out at the 
founding of our country.” American artist Kim 
Weston was born in Philadelphia and raised in 
New York City and South Carolina. In Weston’s 
exhibition, Dancing with Sweetgrass, the viewer is 

confronted with massive, heavily blurred, colorful photographs. The 
scale envelops the viewer. Formally, we are seduced by the motion, 
lines, colors, textures, and contrast of light and shapes. Conceptual-
ly, they challenge our sense of “knowing,” prompting questions such 
as: What do we see? What can we truly understand and connect 
with? 
Dancing with Sweetgrass plays with abstraction while photograph-
ing the country’s Powwow circuit and its dancers. The photographs 
blur past and present ancestry while creating shifting figures that 
challenge fixed ideas of identity and what is “seen and known."
A reception and artist talk, with a drumming performance, will 
be on September 27, 1–3 pm.
On Thursday, October 1, 7–8 p.m. there will be a virtual artist 
talk. Please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Sweetgrass to 
received the ZOOM link.

https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Ref-Gods-Grace
https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation
https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation
https://tinyurl.com/Tour-NBMAA-26
https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation
https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation
https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Sweetgrass
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Please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-AOHB-20260809 to read 
this week’s content and view various upcoming events happening 
around the Archdiocese of Hartford.

PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, O.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com
Fr. William Beaudin, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,  
     wlbeaudin@gmail.com
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org
Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org
David Garrido Cid, Director of Music Ministry,  
     dgarridocid@spsact.org
Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
     aholstgrubbe@spsact.org
Fr. Michael Johnson, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan 
     Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com
Fr. John Leonard, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Carolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant 
     cabramo@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Director of Parish Communications,  
     schristopher@spsact.org
Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist 
Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator, 
     dpelletier@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Mary Gray, Family Program
Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program
Abigail Sheehan, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry

MAINTENANCE STAFF

A.J. DuVerger, Director of Maintenance
Gilberto Lisboa, Church Custodian 
Juana Dominguez, Friary Custodian

Watch 10:00 am Mass Online:
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-

Anthony-Church-109359789104825/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ

https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52

We are here to serve you...
We are here to serve you. The programs and ministries listed below 
are just a sampling of our many offerings. Please go to www.spsact.
org or call the Parish Office at  860-756-4034 for more information.

Baptism: Baptism of infants and young children may be celebrated 
during Sunday Mass and Group Baptisms on the 1st Saturday of 
each month outside of the seasons of Advent and Lent.  
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate; 860-756-4034, EXT. 113.
Matrimony: The Sacrament of Marriage at St. Patrick-St. Anthony 
Church are celebrated Friday and Saturdays. The Bride or Groom 
should contact Carolyn Abramo, Wedding Manager; 860-756-4034, 
EXT. 111 or https://spsact.org/wedding-request-form/  to begin 
preparation for Marriage, normally one year in advance and before 
any other arrangements are made for a reception.
Pastoral Care Outreach Minstry: We offer holistic care in collabo-
ration with the parish staff (friars, ministry coordinators, and parish 
nurses). Members of this team are responsible for visiting parishio-
ners at home or in long term and short term care facilities. Fr. John 
Leonard, O.F.M.; 860-756-4034, EXT. 129.
Prayer Network: The St. Patrick–St. Anthony Prayer Network con-
sists of approximately fifty parishioners who commit themselves to 
praying daily for those in need. https://spsact.org/prayer-network-
prayer-request/ or Parish Office; 860-756-4034.
Open Hearts LGBTQ+ Ministry: This ministry consists of two 
Groups: Open Hearts holds monthly fellowship meetings, and 
Friends and Family (LGBTQ+) Support Ministry, which supports 
members and allies of the LGBTQ+ community. 
For information on Open Hearts:
https://spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/
For information on Friends and Family contact: 
 https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/

Volunteering and Outreach Ministry Information:  
St. Patrick-St. Anthony invites individuals to give freely of their time 
and expertise in order to make a difference. Our volunteers partic-
ipate in liturgical ministries as well as other forms of service to the 
church, the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry and the communi-
ty at large. Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement; 
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org; 860-756-4034, EXT. 110.

https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-AOHB-20260809
mailto:tshreenan%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:wlbeaudin%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pcurtis%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:kdidominzio%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:dgarridocid%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:aholstgrubbe%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:mikeinbolivia%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jleonard%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:cabramo%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:schristopher%40spsact.org?subject=
mailto:dpelletier%40spsact.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-Anthony-Church-109359789104825/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-Anthony-Church-109359789104825/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ
https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52
http://www.spsact.org
http://www.spsact.org
https://spsact.org/wedding-request-form/
 https://spsact.org/prayer-network-prayer-request/
 https://spsact.org/prayer-network-prayer-request/
 https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/
 https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/
mailto:aholstgrubbe%40spsact.org?subject=Volunteer%20Info
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