


St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103
tel 860-756-4034 - info@spsact.org - www.spsact.org
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We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman (atholic
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!

+
Celebration of the Eucharist

Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation

4:00 pm Public

Sunday Masses

8:00 am Public

10:00 Am Public & Livestream
11:45 am Public

5:00 pm Public

Weekday Masses

7:30 am Public

12:05pm Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:15 to 11:45 am
Saturday 3:15t0 3:45 pm

Daily Mass

Readings

Monday, Aug 24 Ez 24:15-23; Mt 19:16-22

Tuesday, Aug 25 Ez 28:1-10; Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday, Aug26  Ez 34:1-11; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday, Aug 27 Ez36:23-28; Mt 22:1-14

Friday, Aug 28 Ez 37:1-14; Mt 22:34-40

Sunday, Aug 30 Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8;

Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20
Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, Aug 22, 2026
4:00PM  Antonio & Stella Pizzoferrato

Sunday, Aug 23, 2026

8:00AM  William, Angie & Joanne Speziale
10:00 AM  Mary Ramos, 19th Anniversary
11:45 AM  Fr. Naji Kiwan

5:00PM  Hilda Megaw, 18th Anniversary

Monday, Aug 24, 2026

7:30AM  Dorothy Freeman

12:05PM  Madeline Capodanno

Tuesday, Aug 25, 2026

7:30AM  Prayer intentions for our parishioners
12:05PM  Vanessa Sanchez

Wednesday, Aug 26, 2026
7:30AM  Michael James Kerrigan
12:05PM  Encarnacion Nieves, 15th Anniversary

Thursday, Aug 27, 2026
7:30 AM  Prayer intentions for the people
12:05PM  Carmen Carmona

Friday, Aug 28, 2026
7:30AM  Prayer intentions for the unhoused
12:05PM  James Burke

Saturday, Aug 29, 2026
4:00PM  Alexandra Marrese

Sunday, Aug 30, 2026

8:00AM  Philomena & Valentino Raimondi
10:00 AM  Millie Intino

11:45 AM  Patti Corcoran

5:00PM  Ryan O'Halloran

Please Pray for the Sick
Thomas Molitor, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers, Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel, Mary Joyce Castafero, Rosemarie
Perkoski, Fran Rago, Susan Degennaro, Albert Tornatore, and Deborah Godin.


http://www.usccb.org/
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After six years serving St. Patrick-St. Anthony Parish as an associate

pastor and guardian of the friar community, Fr. Bill Beaudin, 0.F.M. will
be moving on to a new assignment.

He was recently asked by the administration of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Province (the larger entity of the Franciscans who staff our parish) if he
would accept a transfer to the friary in Danville, California in order to do
full-time retreat ministry there. The friars have several spiritual renewal
centers on the West Coast, including San Damiano in Danville. Fr. Bill has
accepted the invitation.

“Among the things | have enjoyed most
in my six years here have been the op-
portunities to conduct parish days and
evenings of recollection,”Fr. Bill wrote in
a letter to the parish staff. “These have
been enriching experiences for me and,
I hope, for our parishioners. | have come
to realize that what really energizes

me, challenges me, and taps into what
gifts | have at this point in my life are
preaching, adult faith formation and
spiritual development. | would like to devote the next, and probably
last, assignment of my active ministerial life to this work.

The move to Danville, | believe, will enable me to do just that. So lam
excited by the prospect of living and working at San Damiano, even as |
am anxious over the transition and saddened by leaving our wonderful
parishioners, lay staff, and friars in Hartford.”

Fr.Tim, Fr. John, and Fr. Mike are remaining here. Fr. Tim will continue
as pastor; Fr. Mike will be the new guardian in the friary; and Fr. John
will be his vicar and will continue in his role as an associate pastor. As
you know from past experience, friar-reassignments can be disruptive
and disconcerting to our parishioners. The ongoing presence of Frs. Tim,
John and Mike will no doubt be reassuring to the good people of St.
Patrick-St. Anthony's that their ministerial needs will be well-served.

Fr. Bill will begin his new ministry on October 1. A farewell Mass and
reception will be scheduled for some time in September.

In other news from the friary,
Fr. Francis Soucy, 0.F.M. was
permanently assigned earlier

in the summer to St. Lawrence
of Brindisi Friary, a long-term
care facility administered by the
(apuchin Franciscans in
Beacon, NY.

Fr. Francis has been a resident there since October 2025 after sustaining
injuries from a bad fall. At first, he was undergoing physical rehabili-
tation at the friary in Beacon. While his condition has improved to the
point where he is able to move around with a walker, he is unable to
negotiate stairs (of which there are many in the St. Patrick-St. Anthony
Friary), and other health-related issues now require the physical assis-
tance and nursing care he is currently receiving at St. Lawrence.

The friars'medical assessment team determined that it would be un-
wise and unsafe for him to return to Hartford. After exploring long-term
care facilities in Connecticut, Fr. Francis decided to remain in Beacon
where he is continuing to live his religious life alongside his

Franciscan brothers.

Fr. Francis ministered here at St. Patrick-St. Anthony’s as a senior
friar-in-residence from 2017 to 2025. He is greatly missed both by

our parishioners and by Hartford's homeless and marginalized with
whom he developed a close rapport and to whom he provided so much
assistance.
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_ Saturday, August 29, 2026
Social Hour starts at 5:30pm

Cost: $35 per person

' inner by Casa Mia on the Green

~ Live music by Dave Brinnel & Company
iy e 1 : = |

Mark your calendars for a wonderful evening of food, fellow-

ship, and music at Summer Sounds!

Join us this coming Saturday, August 29, 2026, as we gather for a
relaxing night designed just for adults. The festivities begin with
a Social Hour at 5:30 pw, followed by a delicious dinner prepared
by Casa Mia on the Green and live entertainment by Dave
Brinnel & Company.

Whether you're looking to reconnect with friends, meet new
people, enjoy great music, or simply take a break from the usual
routine, this promises to be a memorable evening filled with
laughter, conversation, music and community.

To register and purchase your tickets, please go to https://spsact.
org/summer-sounds-2026/

Please let us know you are coming by Tuesday, August 26, 2026



https://spsact.org/summer-sounds-2026/
https://spsact.org/summer-sounds-2026/

Notes from The Parish Office

We have very few Mass intention dates/times available for
2026. Please consider reserving a Sanctuary Lamp for your

intention. The suggested offering is still just $15 and the in-
tention covers the entire week from Saturday Vigil through the
following Friday. This is a great option when a Mass intention is
not available.

Reception of Sacraments
of Initiation

Aniyah Cintron

will receive the Sacraments of Initiation
Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation
on Sunday, August 23, 2026

Celebrated by
Fr.Timothy Shreenan, O.F.M.

Young Adults, Join Us for Pizza!

All young adults are invited to stick around after the 5:00pm Mass on Sunday,
September 13th for pizza. Whether you're new to the parish or a longtime
parishioner, this is a great chance to meet other young adults at SPSA! If you
plan to join us, please scan the QR code below to help us figure out how much
pizza to order! See you there!

Questions or Want to Get Involved in more Young
Adult Events? Contact:

Luke Justin
lukebrown02@gmail.com tom.

Scan to RSVP!

ainojustin@gmail.com

Weekly Offermg Updates
8/16/2026: $16,922.56

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION AT

ST. PATRICK - §T. ANTHONY

Children ages 3 through High School
Scan the QR code or go to
https: //bit. Iy,*'SPSA youth-faith-formation

Sunday
August 30

Rehearse at 9:15 am, Sing at 10:00 am Mass |

Join us wearing your bold summer colors.
Questions? Contact Director of Music Ministry,
David Garrido Cid at dgarridocid@spsact.org

Pasta (+Protein) Tuesdays: HELP!!!

Meal Prepping Baked Ziti with chicken or
ground beef this week?

Consider making 2!

Keep 1to feed your family and drop the other off when you come
to Mass!! Every Tuesday we serve a hot to-go meal to those in
need. Right now, we are in dire need of volunteers to help pro-
vide 1Ib pasta dishes with protein. Please consider making a pan
(or 2).To learn more about this VITAL ministry, please scan the

gr code go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Pasta-Tues. EREE
With your help we can continue to serve those in
need throughout the summer and beyond.



https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Pasta-Tues
https://bit.ly/SPSA-youth-faith-formation
https://bit.ly/SPSA-youth-faith-formation

Djembe Drumming Circle

SR i'ﬁ“i? Our Fall Season starts soon.
(AT Hil

= Did you know that drumming is good for the

=, spiritas well as the heart and mind! Anyone can
" learn to drum - no musical experience is needed.

All women and men are invited to join. If you have a drum, please

bring it with you. First time drummers are asked to arrive early. Call

the parish office, at 860-756-4034 if you need a drum.

We will have dates and times available in next week’s bulletin.

Ongoing Faith Formation Programs:

Group Spiritual Reflection, In Quiet Prayer, People of
Hope, and Divine Reading are starting very soon. Look
for those start dates and times in next week’s bulletin.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
September Meetings:

Monday the 14th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm on Zoom
Thursday the 24th at 10:30 am in the Franciscan Center

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shares God's love, one stitch and one
prayer at a time by creating and blessing handmade shawls for
those in need of comfort, healing, encouragement, or prayer. If
you knit or crochet, or would like to learn, we warmly invite you
to join us in this prayerful and meaningful ministry. No experi-

ence is necessary.

“Shawls ... made for centuries universal
and embracing, symbolic of an inclu-
sive, unconditionally loving, God.

They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover,
give solace, mother, hug, shelter and
beautify.

Those who have received these shawls have been uplifted and
affirmed, as if given wings to fly above their troubles...”
Written in 1998 by: Janet Severi Bristow
Copyright ©2013

For more information and the Zoom meeting link, contact Janet
Bristow at janet1291947@gmail.comor you may also call the
parish office at 860-756-4034, x.113 and leave your contact
information. Pat Curtis will get back to you with information.

Sunday Brunch & Gathering for Women

The Women of Hope Ministry is hosting a Sunday Brunch on
September 20, 11:00 am — 1:00 pm, following the 10:00 Mass.
Please plan now to join us! Feel free to invite your friends and
family members to attend with you.

Professional chef and parishioner Marc Hussey will share his
experience with the preparation of quick healthy meals. During
dessert time, we will facilitate conversation about women's
voices in the Church today. We envision this social gathering to
provide “good food” to nourish and strengthen body and soul!

To register, please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPS-
ACT-Brunch-Women

Suggested Offering: $15.00 can be made payable to "St.
Patrick-St. Anthony Church" and mailed to 285 Church Street,
Hartford, CT 06103, Attn. Pat Curtis OR go to https://www.
osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/adult-faith-formation to give

offering conveniently ONLINE and note the program name in the
Memo.

Open Hearts and Family & Friends Minis-
tries’ Beginning of Year/End of Summer

Picnic
September 13, 2026 after the 5:00 pm Mass.

All Are Welcome! Open Hearts and Family and Frlends |nV|te
you to our Beginning of Year - End of Summer - Picnic at 6 pm
after the 5 pm Mass. Plan to join us and bring a friend.

Details: The church is supplying hamburgers and hotdogs and
fixings.Each year we ask folks to bring side dishes, beverages
and desserts. Last Names starting with:

A-H: bring beverages I-P: bring dessert  Q-Z: bring food
To volunteer for picnic setup, decoration and cleanup, please
email LynnDiscenza@gmail.com.

For more information about the Open Hearts or Family and
Friends Ministries please go to https://spsact.org/contact-
form-for-open-hearts-ministry/ and a ministry member will
reach out to you.



https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Brunch-Women
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It's Scholarship Application Season

Do you have a child in K-12 entering or
attending a Catholic School this year?

Apply now for the 24th Annual Rev. Dawson
D. Trenchard Scholarship sponsored by the
St. Patrick - St. Anthony Ladies Guild.

Application Deadline:
September 18, 2026

Pasta (+Protein) Tuesdays: HELP!!!

=aa Meal Prepping Baked Ziti with chicken or

d ground beef this week?
“=98 Consider making 2!
Keep 1to feed your family and drop the other off when you come
to Mass!! Every Tuesday we serve a hot to-go meal to those in
need. Right now, we are in dire need of volunteers to help pro-
vide 11b pasta dishes with protein. Please consider making a pan
(or 2). To learn more about this VITAL ministry, please scan the
qr code go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Pasta-Tues. T
With your help we can continue to serve those in
need throughout the summer and beyond.

How to Report an Incident of Sexual Abuse
to the Archdiocese of Hartford

If you have knowledge or suspect that a minor or vulnerable

adult (an adult with an intellectual disability) has been sexually
abused, in any manner, by personnel of the Archdiocese of Hart-
ford, you are urged to report this information to:

Faith Vos Winkel, MSW
Victim Assistance Coordinator
860-541-6475
faith.voswinkel@aohct.org

For more information on the reporting process, please visit
https://archdioceseofhartford.org/how-to-report/
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Feeling the need to give back? Consider volunteering for one of
the many ministries.

Please go to https://spsact.org/current-volunteer-opportuni-
ties/ to view current offerings.

Please contact our Director of Community Engagement, Allison
Holst-Grubbe at aholstgrubbe@spsact.org for more info!

Do [ Yy

MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

2ND ANNUAL

Denis P. Geary
Memorial Golf Tournament

= MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026
HH TUMBLE BROOK COUNTRY CLUB

All net proceeds benefit JC

SPONSORSHIP SPACE IS STILL BREAKFAST, LUNCH,
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILAELE AND HEAVY
are available, for foursomes. HORS D'OEUVRES
SHOTGUN START

and cpen bar
included, ‘
i E ; E |
FORMAT & v
" X 2 - 1
FOR MORE INFORMATION s

www.denisgearymemorialgolf.com

The non-profit organization
Denis ran for over 35 years.

@

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
available,

REGISTRATION OPENS  8:30 AM
10:00 AM

SCRAMBLE

B4 conor@gamedayct.com
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Guided Tour at New Britain Museum of
American Art

Thursday, September 24 from 1:30 — 2:45 pu (please arrive at
the museum by 1:15 pm) Women, Native Americans, and Black
Americans were all present in 1776, although not acknowledged

as equals at the signing of the Declaration of Independence. How
have their stories unfolded, and by whom, over the past 250 years?
How can we connect themes of justice through their experiences?
Join Kathy Butler, historian, educator, docent at NBMAA, and SPSA
parishioner, as we enjoy an interactive art tour focused on works
about and by diverse individuals represented in the collection at the
New Britain Museum of American Art. Max group size is 15 people.

Please go to https://tinyurl.com/Tour-NBMAA-26 to register.

Suggested Offering: $15.00 can be made payable to“St. Patrick-St.
Anthony Church”and mailed to 285 Church Street, Hartford, (T
06103, Attn. Pat Curtis OR go to https://www.osvhub.com/spsact/
giving/funds/adult-faith-formation to give offering conveniently
ONLINE and note the program name in the Memo.

Dancing with Sweetgrass:

Artwork by Kim Weston

September 27, 1:00 to 3:00 pm: Reception and
@ artist talk, with a drumming performance
Thursday, October 1, 7:00 to 8:00 pu: Virtual
Artist Talk

The Clare Gallery opens its fall season with our third exhibition
honoring “voices left out at the founding of our country.” American
artist Kim Weston was born in Philadelphia and raised in New

York City and South Carolina. In Weston’s exhibition, Dancing with
Sweetgrass, the viewer is confronted with massive, heavily blurred,
colorful photographs. The scale envelops the viewer. Formally, we
are seduced by the motion, lines, colors, textures, and contrast of
light and shapes. Conceptually, they challenge our sense of “know-
ing,” prompting questions such as: What do we see? What can we
truly understand and connect with?

Dancing with Sweetgrass plays with abstraction while photograph-
ing the country’s Powwow circuit and its dancers. The photographs
blur past and present ancestry while creating shifting figures that
challenge fixed ideas of identity and what is “seen and known."

A reception and artist talk, with a drumming performance, will
be on September 27, 1-3 pm.

On Thursday, October 1, 7-8 p.m. there will be a virtual artist
talk. Please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Sweetgrass to
received the ZOOM link.

Listening with our Hearts. ..
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Can you help?
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Over the course of this summer, we gathered for three sessions of
Contemplative Prayer and Action Response discussion because we
are living in very turbulent and troubling times. One concern raised
up in prayer was our immigrant sisters and brothers who live with
the reality of these challenging times daily. Consider these two
families:

The first scenario involves a mother, father, and their 3 young chil-
dren. The father, the main wage provider, is taken by ICE, incarcerat-
ed, and ultimately deported. And so, the Mom with 3 small children
is trying to navigate life without their major source of income. Rent
and utility bills still need to be paid; she needs to be able to purchase
food for her children. To top it off, school will be starting soon, and
they will need school supplies and school clothes. All of this amidst
the overarching reality that they themselves may not be safe. Can
they try to venture out to even buy food, or can someone help them?

The second scenario involves a family from Haiti. Both Mom and Dad
worked for years in long term care facilities here in the U.S.. With the
elimination of Temporary Protective Status, they are now confronted
with the reality of unemployment and are unclear about their legal
status. They are facing the likelihood of being deported back to Haiti
which has seen an escalation in gang violence, a corrupt government
and is the poorest nation in Latin America.

They live in fear, without an income, and with the need to somehow
keep food on the table as they try to figure out what the future will
hold.

As you have read this, what speaks to your heart? Do you wish you
could help in some way?

One simple Action Response we identified this summer is the need
for Grocery Gift Cards as a very practical way to put food on the table.
Gift cards for Walmart and Target could assist with both food as well
as clothing and school supplies. Gift Cards for Stop & Shop, Shop
Rite, and other grocery stores are also very helpful. It may sound
little, but this is huge to a family caught up in the struggle of daily
life in an uncertain world. Most importantly, it reinforces for them
that they are “seen” and this, hopefully in some way, helps them to
feel supported.

If you'd like to respond, please place the Gift Cards in an envelope
marked “Attn: Pat Curtis” and leave at the Parish Office or put it in the
collection basket. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
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REFLECTING GOD'S GRACE

Supporting LGBTQ Youth & Families

Audience: Parishioners, families, priests, religious, pastoral ministers & LGBTQ ministry members

Hosted by St. Patrick - St. Anthony Church

ABOUT THE TRAINING

Critical research from the university-based Family Acceptance Project® (FAP) has shown
that families have a compelling impact on risk and well-being— including suicidal behavior,
substance use and other health risks, as well as on self-esteem, general health and positive
development—for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer-identified (LGBTQ) youth.
Grounded in this research, Dr. Caitlin Ryan and her team at the Family Acceptance Project®
developed the first evidence-based family support model to prevent health risks and
increase well-being for LGBTQ young people—in the context of their families, cultures and
faith communities.

The Family Acceptance Project® helps providers, agencies and institutions—including
religious denominations, parishes and congregations—to provide education, guidance and
counseling support that helps families to reduce health risks and to increase family support,
guided by their cultural and religious values. This training will provide an evidence-based
framework to help Catholic families and religious leaders to support LGBTQ young people

to reduce health risks, to strengthen families, increase connectedness and build hopeful
futures using FAP's pastoral approach and Catholic family education booklets.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Provide background information on Catholic faith and social teaching

Explain the role of family rejection and acceptance on risk and well-being for LGBTQ
young people and how this relates to health risks, trauma, self-worth and hopefulness
for LGBTQ young people and stronger families

Help participants to provide guidance to Catholic parents, families and caregivers to
help them to support their LGBTQ family members

ABOUT OUR WORK - The Family Acceptance Project® is a research, education and family support initiative,
affiliated with San Francisco State University, that helps racially, culturally and religiously diverse families to
support their LGBTQ children to reduce health risks and increase well-being. FAP works with organizations, faith
communities and providers to integrate FAP's family support approach across services and systems. FAP's work
has been recognized by national groups in the fields of counseling, medicine, psychiatry, psychology and social
work, and by civic, community, arts and faith-based groups.

‘e. ST. PATRICK - ST. ANTHONY CHURCH

The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

Date:
SAT.OCT.17,.2026
9:30 am - 3:00 pm
Details provided upon registration
Reception following the training

Register:

tinyurl.com/4cuhcake

Trainers:

Caitlin Ryan, PhD, ACSW is a clinical
social worker, researcher and Family
Acceptance Project director who has
worked on LGBTQ health and mental
health for 50 years. She initiated the
first research and developed the first
evidence-based family support model to
reduce risk and help diverse families to
support their LGBTQ children.

David Palmieri, DMin, MTS, MEd is a
high school theology educator of nearly
30 years who works with Catholic high
schools and parishes to provide support
for LGBTQ youth. He is the founder of
Without Exception, an international
network of educators dedicated to

the art of accompaniment for LGBTQ
students in Catholic secondary schools.




We are here to serve you...

We are here to serve you. The programs and ministries listed below
are just a sampling of our many offerings. Please go to www.spsact.
org or call the Parish Office at 860-756-4034 for more information.

Baptism: Baptism of infants and young children may be celebrated
during Sunday Mass and Group Baptisms on the 1st Saturday of
each month outside of the seasons of Advent and Lent.

Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate; 860-756-4034, EXT. 113.

Matrimony: The Sacrament of Marriage at St. Patrick-St. Anthony
Church are celebrated Friday and Saturdays. The Bride or Groom
should contact Carolyn Abramo, Wedding Manager; 860-756-4034,
EXT 117 or https://spsact.org/wedding-request-form/ to begin
preparation for Marriage, normally one year in advance and before
any other arrangements are made for a reception.

Pastoral Care Outreach Minstry: We offer holistic care in collabo-
ration with the parish staff (friars, ministry coordinators, and parish
nurses). Members of this team are responsible for visiting parishio-
ners at home or in long term and short term care facilities. fr. John
Leonard, 0.FM.; 860-756-4034, EXT. 129.

Prayer Network: The St. Patrick—St. Anthony Prayer Network con-

sists of approximately fifty parishioners who commit themselves to
praying daily for those in need. https.//spsact.org/prayer-network-

prayer-request/ or Parish Office; 860-756-4034.

Open Hearts LGBTQ+ Ministry: This ministry consists of two
Groups: Open Hearts holds monthly fellowship meetings, and
Friends and Family (LGBTQ-+) Support Ministry, which supports
members and allies of the LGBTQ+ community.

For information on Open Hearts:
https.//spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/

For information on Friends and Family contact:
https.//spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/

Volunteering and Qutreach Ministry Information:

St. Patrick-St. Anthony invites individuals to give freely of their time
and expertise in order to make a difference. Our volunteers partic-
ipate in liturgical ministries as well as other forms of service to the
church, the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry and the communi-
ty at large. Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement;
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org; 860-756-4034, EXT. 110.

Watch 10:00 am Mass Online:

'—-‘ https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-

Anthony-Church-109359789104825/

StreamSpot

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ

https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, 0.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com

Fr. William Beaudin, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,
wlbeaudin@gmail.com

Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org

Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org

David Garrido Cid, Director of Music Ministry,
doarridocid@spsact.org

Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org

Fr. Michael Johnson, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan
Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com

Fr. John Leonard, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

(arolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant
cabramo@spsact.org

Sarah Christopher, Director of Parish Communications,
schristopher@spsact.org

Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist

Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator,
dpelletier@spsact.org

Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Mary Gray, Family Program

Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program

Abigail Sheehan, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry

MAINTENANCE STAFF

A.J. DuVerger, Director of Maintenance
Gilberto Lisboa, Church Custodian
Juana Dominguez, Friary Custodian

The 2026 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

As of August 19, 2026, our parish has donated $99,623.23

to the 2026 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. Thank you to the
parish families who have made a gift or pledge commitment to
the 2026 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have not yet had the
opportunity, please consider prayerfully supporting the many
“Good Works” of the Archdiocese. Every gift will be gratefully
received and sincerely appreciated.Please visit the Appeal website
at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/ to learn |
more and make your gift today. '

No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or settlements. ‘ E 7
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Our Lady of Mount

Carmel Society
in Enfield Marks
Historic Milestone

- Story by Karen A. Avitabile

nfield's Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Society, which is deeply devoted to
the Blessed Mother, is marking its 100th
anniversary this year.

“We believe we can get closer to God
through Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
the Blessed Mother, as she appeared to
St. Simon Stock,” says Carl Sferrazza,
president of the society and a member
since 1999.

On July 16, 1251, the Blessed Mother
appeared to St. Simon Stock and gave
him a set of scapulars on Mount Carmel
in the Middle East. Scapulars are small
brown bands that have two icons, or holy
pictures, of Mary and the infant Jesus.
Catholics worldwide honor Our Lady of
Mount Carmel each year on July 16, her
feast day.

And the local society celebrates Our Lady
of Mount Carmel by annually hosting an
Italian festival on its five-acre fairgrounds,
at 93 Park Ave., in the Thompsonville
section of Enfield.

This past July 30 through Aug. 2, the
100th festival took place and featured
entertainment, carnival rides, a Mass, a
procession and a variety of lfalian cuisine,
singers and dancers. At Mount Carmel
Chapel, on the fairgrounds, visitors were
able to a light candle to ask Our Lady for
prayers or to remember someone who
has passed away.

Founded in 1926, the nonprofit Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Society was started

by ltalian immigrants who settled in
Thompsonville to honor their homeland,
preserve traditions, provide aid to one
another and encourage prayer fo the
Blessed Mother. Today, membership in
the society predominantly comprises
descendants of Italian immigrants who
arrived in town decades ago.

Carl Sferrazza, president of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Society in Enfield and one of the organizers of
Italian festival, spends some quiet time in the chapel dedicated to the Blessed Mother,

“They brought a blueprint on how fo live
their life with faith in God and belief

of the family,” Sferrazza says of the
immigrants. “And they embraced hard
work fo become good citizens of this
country.”

On the final day of the festival,
Archbishop Christoper |. Coyne was
the main celebrant of an outdoor Mass
on the fairgrounds. Following the

Mass, participants carried a statue of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel along the
streets of Thompsonville. Holy cards,
medals, rosaries and scapulars of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel were given out fo
spectators along the way.

Proceeds from the festival, hall rentals
and fundraisers allow the society to award
scholarships and make donations to St.
Jeanne Jugan Parish in Enfield, the town’s
soup kitchen and local organizations.

The hall is regularly offered at no cost to
multiple community groups and the fown
of Enfield.

On Mondays, the women's auxiliary

of the society opens its doors for
community bingo. Every third Thursday
of the month, the society serves a home-
cooked ltalian dinner that attracts local
families and beyond.

“The society is an opportunity for people
to come together and enjoy camaraderie
with one another and to work fogether
for the betterment of the community,”
Sferrazza says. “This is a way to give
back and to make my parents from Sicily
proud of me.”

For more information about Qur Lady
of Mount Carmel Society, fundraisers
or to join the organization, visit
mtcarmelenfield.org.




Upcoming Events

AUGUST 24 @ 6:30PM - 8:30PM

ENCOUNTER AND MISSION AT THE HEART
OF EVANGELIZING CATECHESIS
Archdiocese of Hartford Pastoral Center,
Bloomfield

Join us for an evening Workshop presented by Dr. Stella Marie Jeffrey and
hosted by the Office of Missionary Discipleship. Register before August
21 to Jason.Rinaldi@achct.org to reserve your seat! Parish groups wel-
come! We hear the importance of having an encounter with the Lord. All
of us are meant to encounter the Lord and allow this encounter to change
and shape us, thus we become children of God, his disciples sent on
mission to share this divine love. This workshop will include an exercise
in evangelization.

SEPTEMBER 9 @ 6PM $25

OPEN DOORS, OPEN HEARTS WITH FR. RAY
KELLY | A BENEFIT CONCERT FOR IMMACARE
Northwest Catholic High School, West Hartford

Join Ireland’s beloved Singing Priest, Fr. Ray Kelly, for his only CT
performance! Enjoy an unforgettable evening of inspiring music,
laughter, and heartwarming stories while supporting ImmaCare's mis-
sion fo serve individuals experiencing homelessness. Inspired by Fr.
Ray's Open Road, Open Heart four, this special concert celebrates
hope, compassion, and new beginnings. 100% of proceeds benefit
ImmaCare,

Tickets start at $25. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
For tickets or information contact Teresa Wierbicki
at 860-580-5644 | twierbicki@immacare.org

or scan the QR Code.
PREVENTION PRESENTATION

St. Paul Parish Hall, Kensington

All are invited fo a human frafficking awareness and prevention pre-
sentation sponsored by the Culture of Life and Social Action Ministries
at St. Paul Parish. A member of the Human Trafficking Task Force of
the Archdiocese of Hartford will provide an overview of human fraf-
ficking and introduce a prevention framework for engaging parishio-
ners in this important work. Participants will learn about key elements
of prevention and practical steps that parishes, ministries, and individ-
uals can take to reduce vulnerability and strengthen their communities.

SEPTEMBER 15 @ 7PM
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS AND

The evening will include a Q&A session and opportunities to speak
with members of the Task Force about how to get involved in the
Archdiocese’s efforts to prevent human frafficking and support those
affected by it.

Total Goal: STOM  98.41% asof 8/11 /26
$9,840,798.03 in pledges from 27,263 generous donors

*This figure does not include bequests given to
the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

SEPTEMBER 22 @ 10AM - 11:30AM

FROM DARKMESS TO LIGHT, THE HEART OF
JOHN’'S GOSPEL

Archdiocese of Hartford Pastoral Center,
Bloomfield

Join us for a mini course on the Gospel of John - Tuesday mornings at the
Pastoral Center in Bloomfield beginning September 22.

Email Dayanee.Olivieri@aohct.org to register. The spirituality of this Gos-
pel unfolds gradually as each characier encounters Jesus, whose mission is
sustained by the abiding presence of the Spirit - a presence that strength-
ens us in our own daily struggles with the world.

SEPTEMBER 8 @ 7AM - 9AM
CATHOLIC CHARITIES

HELP AND HOPE BREAKFAST
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Hartford

Join Catholic Charities for the 2026 Help & Hope Breakfast featuring UConn
Coach Dan Hurley. This inspiring morning celebrates hope, resilience, and
the power of community while supporting Catholic Charities’ mission of pro-
viding help and creating hope.

Visit www.ccaoh.org/hope for info and sponsorships availability.

SEPTEMBER 12 @ AM - 3PM
LOURDES IM A DAY PILGRIMAGE
Cathedral of Saint Joseph, Hartford

Experience the grace and healing power of Lourdes right here in CT! Join
Archbishop Coyne, Bishop Reidy, Bishop Rosazza, and Fr. MacNeill for a
day of prayer and renewal. The event is fully handicap accessible, and a
complimentary lunch will be served. Please RSVP by September 2. Register
with Mark Sullivan at

N -

il.com or scan the GR Code.

AUGUST 24
FORE FACS GOLF CLASSIC
TPC River Highlands, Cromwell

Join the Foundation for the Advancement of Catholic Schools for a day on
the green driving for impact! Honoring the legacy of Archbishop Henry J.
Mansell, this annual event unites business leaders, families, and community
partners to support Catholic education and fund scholarships for children
in need. Net proceeds power the FACS mission to fransform lives through
education. Visit FACSHartford.org
or scan the QR code fo learn more,
register, or sponsor today!

lourd
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Archdiocese of Hartford | 467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002 | 860-541-6491
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St. Patrick - Cell 860-748-5296
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