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St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and 
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
tel 860-756-4034 • info@spsact.org • www.spsact.org

We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman Catholic 
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity 
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!

Open Minds
Open Doors

Open Hearts

+
Celebration of the Eucharist

Masks are optional at all Masses
Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation
4:00 pm		  Public

Sunday Masses
8:00 am			  Public 
10:00 am		  Public & Livestream 
11:45 am		  Public
5:00 pm			  Public

Weekday Masses
7:30 am			  Public
12:05 pm		  Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 	 11:15  to 11:45 am
Saturday			    3:15 to 3:45 pm

Monday, June 8 	 1Kgs 17:1-6; Mt 5:1-12
Tuesday, June 9	 1Kgs 17:7-16; Mt 5:13-16
Wednesday, June 10	 1Kgs 18:20-39; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday, June 11	 Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Mt 5:20-26
Friday, June 12	 Dt 7:6-11; Mt 11:25-30
Sunday, June 14	 Ex 19:2-6a; PS100:1-2,3,5; 
	 Rom 5:6-11; Mt 9:36-10:8

Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Daily Mass
Readings

REMINDER: If you have scheduled a Mass and you would 
like to bring up the gifts, please make yourself known 
to one of the sacristans prior to the start of the Mass. 

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, June 6, 2026
4:00 PM	 Meg Fredgren

Sunday, June 7, 2026
8:00 AM	 John & Rita Ashe
10:00 AM	 Sebastian Kolodziej
11:45 AM  	 William, Angie, & Joanne Speziale
5:00 PM	 Vicente Luna

Monday, June 8, 2026
7:30 AM	 Charlie Kirk 
12:05 PM	 Florence DiFabio

Tuesday, June 9, 2026
7:30 AM	 Clarissa Da Cunha & José Ribeiro Da Costa 
12:05 PM	 Hazel Mawson & Stephen Flaherty

Wednesday, June 10, 2026
7:30 AM	 Leopoldina Vanegas
12:05 PM	 Prayer intentions for Cathy & Jim Heffernan

Thursday, June 11, 2026
7:30 AM	 Clarisse Ribeiro & José Ribeiro
12:05 PM	 Patricia Mullane

Friday, June 12, 2026
7:30 AM	 Antonio Almeida Alves
12:05 PM	 Florence DiFabio

Saturday, June 13, 2026
4:00 PM	 Teresa Melzen

Sunday, June 14, 2026
8:00 AM	 Celso Dos Santos
10:00 AM	 Jim & Carol Curtis
11:45 AM  	 Ruth Buckley
5:00 PM	 John Gannon

http://www.usccb.org/
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June 7, 2026

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

The celebration of the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood 
of Christ offers me an opportunity to reflect on how we can be more 
attentive and reverent when we receive the Eucharist at Mass. After 
more than forty years as a priest, I have seen a variety of ways that 
people receive the Body of Christ. So let’s review the basics.

As you come in procession with the other members of the assembly, 
try to join in singing the Communion song. As the General Instruc-
tion of the Roman Missal states, the purpose of the Communion 
song is “to express the spiritual union of the communicants by 
means of the unity of their voices, to show gladness of heart, and to 
bring out more clearly the ‘communitarian’ character of the proces-
sion to receive the Eucharist” (GIRM #86).

When you approach the minister of the Eucharist, make a bow 
while the person in front of you is receiving. Then step forward to 
receive the host, either in your hand or on your tongue. 

I often witness the different ways that people hold their hands. 
The best method is to place your hands palms up, one on top of the 
other, with your dominant hand underneath. In this way, after the 
host is placed in your palm, you can use your dominant hand to pick 
it up and place it in your mouth.

Please avoid taking the host from the minister with two fingers. 
Also avoid placing your hands side-by-side. Just remember – one 
hand on top of the other!

As the minister places the host in your hand with the phrase, “The 
Body of Christ,” respond verbally “Amen.” I’ve noticed that people 
often don’t respond, or their response is barely audible. So say with 
conviction and joy your belief that the Lord is truly present to you 
at that moment. Please don’t say “Thank you,” or anything else. 
“Amen” says it all! Once you have received the host, immediately 
consume it before walking away. 

I have also noticed recently that people who use a cane sometimes 
have difficulty because they have only one hand free to receive the 
host. I would suggest that you just hold out your free hand, allow 
the minister to place the host in your palm, then bring your hand 

The Pastor’s Corner

Solemnity of 
the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus
Friday, June 12, 2026 at 12:05 PM
Let us pray for our Church and our 
Nation that the love of Jesus may 
reign in our world!

Feast of Saint 
Anthony of Padua
Saturday, June 13, 2026 at 4:00 PM
Celebrate our Patron Feast with the 
blessing of bread for the poor

up to your mouth and consume the host in that manner. I’ve also 
noticed that parents carrying a baby or small child often have diffi-
culties receiving in the hand. In that case, perhaps it may be easier 
to receive on the tongue.

As a matter of reverence for the Eucharist, nothing should impede 
a person from receiving it. Don’t have anything else in your hands, 
like keys, gloves, a worship aid, overly long sleeves, etc. Come to the 
Eucharist with joy and anticipation, and let it be your sole focus.

There is a very informative and entertaining video on YouTube from 
Busted Halo, a production of the Paulists, which covers some of the 
things I’ve mentioned here. Use this link to watch it: https://tinyurl.
com/ywcdtk45.

As I have reflected on these comments, I do so with a great deal 
of love for the Eucharist, but I know that things that are familiar 
routines sometimes lose the attention they deserve. It can even 
happen in receiving the Eucharist, so I offer these comments in the 
hope that you will always love and reverence the Body of Christ. 

Blessings on your week ahead!

Fr. Tim Shreenan, O.F.M.
Pastor

 https://tinyurl.com/ywcdtk45
 https://tinyurl.com/ywcdtk45
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Group Spiritual Reflection: 
Zoom Meetings: Every Tuesday. Next meeting: June 9, 2026  from 
12:30 to 1:30 pm. All are welcome! Please go to https://tinyurl.com/
SPSA-GSP-2025 to register and receive the Zoom Link. 

In Quiet Prayer: Wednesday, June 10, 2026, from  
7:30 to 8:00 am. Zoom link in Monday email. Register here: 
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-IQP-2025. 

People of Hope: Next Meeting, Wednesday, June 10, 2026 
from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm on Zoom. We will use author Amy 
Ekeh’s latest book Stretch Out Your Hand: Reflections on the 
Healing Ministry of Jesus. To register go to https://tinyurl.com/
SPSA-PPL-HP-2025.

Divine Reading: Next meeting, June 10, 2026, 7:00 pm, 
location in the Franciscan Center.  We meet every 2nd and 
4th Wednesday. Join us when you can! 

Ongoing Faith Formation Programs: Prayer Shawl Ministry
June Meetings: June 8  at 7:00 pm on Zoom. 
June 25 at 10:30 am in the Franciscan Center.

For more information and the Zoom meeting link, 
contact Janet Bristow at janetbristow@sbcglobal.

net or you may also call the parish office at 860-756-4034, x.113 
and leave your contact information. Pat Curtis will get back to you 
with information.

Interested in the Catholic Faith? 
Are you hungering for a sense of belong-
ing to God and to a Faith community?  
Are you thirsting for a deeper experience 
of the heart when it comes to God and 
the Faith community?  The Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is a 
process that prepares and welcomes the un-baptized or those 
baptized in other Christian faiths into the Catholic faith commu-
nity.  We warmly welcome all interested persons!   
If you have an interest, or know of someone who may be inter-
ested in the Church, please give us a call at (860) 756-4034.  ALL 
are WELCOME!

Please Pray for the Sick
Thomas Molitor, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers, 
Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel,  Mary Joyce Castafero, 

Rosemarie Perkoski, Fran Rago, Susan Degennaro, Albert 
Tornatore, and Deborah Godin.

“Summer” Djembe Drumming Circle 
During the year from September to June, the circle 
meets on the first Monday of the month. In the 
summer, weather permitting and starting on June 

8, we meet every Monday from 5-6 pm outside in Charter Oak 
Park, Manchester, CT. For directions to the park, email elaine.wiatr@
yahoo.com.

Curious about what a drum circle does? Watch this segment, 
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7722218 from Crossroads Magazine. 
The drumming circle segment begins at the 6 minute mark and 
ends at the 10 minute mark. The St. Patrick and St. Anthony drum 
circle is proud to have been featured in this Archdiocesan program.

Open Hearts:
Please join us for one or both meet-
ings. All are welcome. For more 
information Please go to https://
spsact.org/contact-form-for-open-
hearts-ministry/ and a ministry 
member will reach out to  you.  

Open Hearts Year End Picnic: June 14, 2026  after the 
5pm Mass. Our next meeting will be in September. 

Friends and Family Ministry: Monthly Meetings: Hap-
pen in the Franciscan Center on the 3rd Sunday of every month 
from September through May.

10 Tickets Remain for SPSA Community Day
Join us for SPSA Community Day at the Dunkin Park on Sunday, 
June 14th! To purchase available tickets, email Pat Curtis at 
pcurtis@spsact.org TODAY!

https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-IQP-2025
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-IQP-2025
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PPL-HP-2025
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PPL-HP-2025
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7722218
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“Staying Hopeful”
On the following three nights this summer, the Women of Hope 
and Committee for Social Justice Ministries welcome you to join 
us for prayer and response as we commit ourselves to staying 
hopeful:  
Mondays, June 29, July 20 & August 10 at 7:00 pm.

Troubled times surround us. Do we feel drained of energy and 
emotion?

Helpless to be effective in response? Do we feel an increase in 
negativity and a sense of being overwhelmed? 

Are we living with sorrow because nothing seems to be turning 
around?   

Is it time to step away from what troubles and step toward a 
community of people who offer and renew hope?

Can we remember that we are not alone… 

 As compassionate, empathetic, people of faith, we lament the 
duration of these troubled times. There seems to be no end to 
the expansion of the situations, devastations, atrocities, heart-
aches, tragedies, and injustices.  But, they cannot have the final 
word.  

 We are “Resurrection” people of faith after all! 

Resurrected faith… where hope springs forth… where life is 
restored.

 Faith-filled and not alone, we invite you to join us.  Be with us 
when we gather together, to ponder about our realities, to stop 
the frenetic pace of life, of our minds, our bodies, or spirits. And 
then to consider options for responding.  

Each gathering will consist of time for contemplative prayer and 
thoughtful action.

Plan to attend ~ all are welcome ~ invite a friend to join 
you. 

“What’s Behind The Dignity Index?”  
Tuesdays, June 23, 30 and July 7, 14, 2026; 7:00 to 8:00 pm 
on Zoom.

Author Donna Hicks is internationally known for her work in 
conflict resolution. The creation of The Dignity Index (https://
www.dignity.us/), uses her research as well as that of others 
in the field as the basis for the 8-point scale from Contempt to 
Dignity. Please join us for a discussion of the book Leading 
With Dignity (available on Amazon) by Donna Hicks.

We invite you to check out this new video clip about the Dignity 
Movement as proclaimed by Tim Shriver at Notre Dame Universi-
ty’s 2026 Commencement:  https://youtu.be/ioYXvguZbW4
And, here is the original PBS 7-minute interview with Tim Shriv-
er: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SgJ7GsuIeQ,

One important aspect of the Dignity Movement is that it invites 
each of us to ‘look in the mirror’ at our own behaviors when 
exchanging viewpoints with people who both hold the same 
views as we do or who have opposing viewpoints on a topic. Can 
we change our behaviors if we see ourselves using contempt 
instead of dignity?

To register, please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPS-
ACT-dignity-2026 or scan the QR Code.

https://www.dignity.us/
https://www.dignity.us/
https://youtu.be/ioYXvguZbW4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SgJ7GsuIeQ
https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-dignity-2026
https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-dignity-2026
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Due to space limitations, we are not able to put the Archdiocese 
of Hartford Newsletter in the bulletin. Please go to the link below 
to read this week’s content and view various upcoming events 
happening around the Archdiocese of Hartford.

Newsletter Link: https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Branches-6-7

Sister Parish Committee News

Sister Parish Covenant – St. Genevieve Parish and School, Haiti
Since 2005, our Sister Parish relationship with St. Genevieve in Haiti 
has been a beautiful expression of our faith in action. Through your 
generosity, we help provide teacher salaries and a daily hot meal—
offering not only education, but nourishment, stability, and hope.
In the face of ongoing violence and widespread school closures, 
more children are coming to St. Genevieve seeking safety and a 
sense of normalcy. 

What began with 400 students has now grown to 700.

Our 20+ year commitment continues to make a real difference in 
the lives of our brothers and sisters in need.

Christmas in July is our annual fundraiser to support 
this mission. Our updates from St. Genevieve, including the impact 
of your donations, will run throughout June and July. Thank you for 
your continued kindness and compassion — we invite you to be 
part of this life-changing work.

Weekly Offering Update 
Online Giving, 5/24/2026: $9,575.56 

Offertory, 5/24/2026: $7,419.52 
Total: $16,995.08

Branches-A Ministry of Belonging
Branches is a ministry of 
belonging that challenges us 
to connect and be connected, 
to know and be known, and to 
deepen our roots in our parish 
community.

Have you ever felt that there are many people at church whom you 
recognize, but don’t know? 

Would you like to know the names of your neighbors in the pews? 

Would you like to have meaningful interactions with your fellow 
parishioners, and share your own story with them?

Members of the Branches ministry will be available to speak with 
you at Community Sunday on June 14th.

Be Prudent in Your Giving

We know how generous our parishioners are to those in need and 
are eager to respond to their requests for financial assistance. How-
ever, we recommend that you refrain from giving money directly to 
anyone whom you don’t know. 

We have had discussions with the Hartford 
Police Department regarding individuals who 
approach parishioners for money as they leave 
the church or are in the parking lot. They have 
advised us that it would be better if you put 
money in the collection boxes in the church, 
or make a donation to the Franciscan Center 
or other social service agencies, where your donation will be used 
for the purpose you intend: feeding the hungry and helping your 
neighbor in need. 

https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Branches-6-7
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PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, O.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com
Fr. William Beaudin, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,  
     wlbeaudin@gmail.com
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org
Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org
David Garrido Cid, Director of Music Ministry,  
     dgarridocid@spsact.org
Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
     aholstgrubbe@spsact.org
Fr. Michael Johnson, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan 
     Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com
Fr. John Leonard, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org
Fr. A. Francis Soucy, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Senior Associate Friar, 
afsofm@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Carolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant 
     cabramo@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Director of Parish Communications,  
     schristopher@spsact.org
Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist 
Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator, 
     dpelletier@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Mary Gray, Family Program
Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program
Abigail Sheehan, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry

MAINTENANCE STAFF

A.J. DuVerger, Director of Maintenance
Gilberto Lisboa, Church Custodian 
Juana Dominguez, Friary Custodian

Watch 10:00 am Mass Online:
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-

Anthony-Church-109359789104825/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ

https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52

We are here to serve you...
We are here to serve you. The programs and ministries listed below 
are just a sampling of our many offerings. Please go to www.spsact.
org or call the Parish Office at  860-756-4034 for more information.

Baptism: Baptism of infants and young children may be celebrated 
during Sunday Mass and Group Baptisms on the 1st Saturday of 
each month outside of the seasons of Advent and Lent.  
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate; 860-756-4034, EXT. 113.

Matrimony: The Sacrament of Marriage at St. Patrick-St. Anthony 
Church are celebrated Friday and Saturdays. The Bride or Groom 
should contact Carolyn Abramo, Wedding Manager; 860-756-4034, 
EXT. 111 or https://spsact.org/wedding-request-form/  to begin 
preparation for Marriage, normally one year in advance and before 
any other arrangements are made for a reception.

Pastoral Care Outreach Minstry: We offer holistic care in collabo-
ration with the parish staff (friars, ministry coordinators, and parish 
nurses). Members of this team are responsible for visiting parishio-
ners at home or in long term and short term care facilities. Fr. John 
Leonard, O.F.M.; 860-756-4034, EXT. 129.

Prayer Network: The St. Patrick–St. Anthony Prayer Network con-
sists of approximately fifty parishioners who commit themselves to 
praying daily for those in need. https://spsact.org/prayer-network-
prayer-request/ or Parish Office; 860-756-4034.

Open Hearts LGBTQ+ Ministry: This ministry consists of two 
Groups: Open Hearts holds monthly fellowship meetings, and 
Friends and Family (LGBTQ+) Support Ministry, which supports 
members and allies of the LGBTQ+ community. 
For information on Open Hearts:
https://spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/
For information on Friends and Family contact: 
 https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/

Volunteering and Outreach Ministry Information:  
St. Patrick-St. Anthony invites individuals to give freely of their time 
and expertise in order to make a difference. Our volunteers partic-
ipate in liturgical ministries as well as other forms of service to the 
church, the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry and the communi-
ty at large. Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement; 
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org; 860-756-4034, EXT. 110.

mailto:dgarridocid%40spsact.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-Anthony-Church-109359789104825/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-Anthony-Church-109359789104825/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ
https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52
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