


St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103

tel 860-756-4034 - info@spsact.org  www.spsact.org
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We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman Catholic
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!
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Celebration of the Eucharist
Masks are optional at all Masses
Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation

4:00 pm Public

Sunday Masses

8:00 Am Public

10:00 am Public & Livestream
11:45 am Public

5:00 pm Public

Weekday Masses

7:30 am Public

12:05 pm Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:15 to 11:45 am

Saturday 3:15t03:45 pm
Monday, Dec 29 15M 1:24-28; LK 1:46-56
Tuesday, Dec 30 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; LK 1:57-66
Wednesday, Dec31  2SM 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a-16;

LK 1:67-79
Thursday, January 1 15 9:1-6; PS 96 1-2,2-3,11-12,13;
T12:11-14; LK 2:1-14
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; MT 10:17-22
Is 60: 1-6; Ps 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11,
12-13; Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2: 1-12

Friday, January 2
Sunday, January 4

Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

(alling all who knit or crochet

and those who would like to learn

these art forms. You are invited to

contribute your time and talent

to the Prayer Shawl Ministry at St.

Patrick - St. Anthony Church. We are

in need of new people to join us in
this prayerful and rewarding ministry. The Prayer Shawl Ministers
gather both virtually and in-person for our bi-monthly meetings,
the 2nd Monday and last Thursday of each Month! And, yes, you
can * learn * how to knit or crochet through Zoom. Our experienced
ministers are skilled teachers as well. Please JOIN US!

January Meetings: January 12, starting at 7:00pm - On Zoom and
January 29 starting at 10:30am in the Franciscan Center.

For more information and the Zoom meeting link, contact Janet Bri-
stow at janetbristow@shcglobal.net or you may also call the parish
office at 860-756-4034, x.113 and leave your contact information.
Pat Curtis will get back to you with information.



http://www.usccb.org/
mailto:%20janetbristow%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Prayer%20Shawl
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December 28, 2025
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

As we bring 2025 to a close, | keep thinking about what a momen-
tous year it has been, both in the Church and in our world, especial-
ly here in our own country.

First, however, | wish to thank all of you for your prayerful support
of me and the other friars who minister at St. Patrick-St. Anthony.

As you know, one of the friars, Fr. Francis Soucy, has spent the past
few months in rehab for mobility issues, but he continues to make
progress and is doing well at the age of 87.

| also want to express my deepest thanks for your ongoing financial
support. To date, our Parish Annual Appeal has raised $62,470.50
which will be used on various improvement projects. Our apologies
for the delay in acknowledging your gift. You should it within the
next two weeks.

A few weeks ago | mentioned that our parish had contributed over
$100,000 to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. At the moment the
amount stands at $101,720.42. This is a remarkable achievement,
and | am duly impressed by your generosity to the local church.

Ours is a very generous and selfless parish whose members care
deeply for the needs of others. This is expressed in the weekly
collections as well as in the special second collections taken during
the year. Of particular note was the Christmas in July campaign to
support our Sister Parish of Saint Geneviéve in Haiti.

Please mark your calendar for Saturday, January 17, 2026 when we
will have a celebration of twenty years of the covenant between St.
Patrick-St. Anthony and Saint Geneviéve at 4:00 PM Mass, followed
by a festive gathering in the Franciscan Center.

On January 1st we celebrate New Year’s Day. As Catholics, we also

celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother

of God. This is one of the oldest titles of

Mary, dating back to the Council of Ephe-

sus in 431 AD. Over the centuries other

titles were bestowed upon her, as well as definitions of Marian
doctrine, such as her Immaculate Conception and Assumption into
heaven.

Recently, the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith released a
doctrinal note on Marian titles, especially to clarify the titles of
“Co-Redemptrix” and “Mediatrix.” The clarifications were not
intended to lower Mary’s stature, but to remind us that Mary’s role
in our salvation is completely dependent upon the role of Jesus as
our sole Redeemer. As the note states: “The title of ‘Co-redemptrix’
is deemed inappropriate and problematic. The title of ‘Mediatrix’is
considered unacceptable when it takes on a meaning that excludes
Jesus Christ; however, it can be used appropriately so long as it
expresses an inclusive and participatory mediation that glorifies the
power of Christ.”

Mary’s role as the mother of Jesus and hence, “Mother of God” as
defined in the 5th century at Ephesus, is the sine qua non of our
Catholic devotion to her. Mary was the first disciple of Christ who
continues to lead us to her Son through her maternal love. We
honor Mary in a true and correct manner as long as our devotion
leads us ultimately to Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. In the
words of St. Louis de Monfort: “Ad Jesum per Mariam” — To Jesus
through Mary.

May you have a happy, healthy and blessed New Year!

Pastor



Ongoing Faith Formation Programs:
Group Spiritual Reflection:

Zoom Meetings: Every Tuesday. Next meeting: December 30,
2025 from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. All are welcome! Please go to https://
tinyurl.com/SPSA-GSP-2025 to register and receive the Zoom Link.

In Quiet Prayer: Wednesday, January 7, 2026, from

7:30t0 8:00 am. Join us on Zoom. Thirty minutes of quiet prayer
practice every Wednesday morning. We begin with a brief ritual
of offering compassion for the needs of our world and ourselves.
A prayer or reading is offered, and is followed by 20 minutes of
silence for personal intentions, through prayer, reflection, med-
itation or contemplation. Join us on Zoom. Zoom link in Monday
email. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-1QP-2025.

People of Hope: Next Meeting, Wednesday, January 7,
2026 from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm on Zoom. We will use author
Amy Ekeh’s latest book Stretch Out Your Hand: Reflections on the
Healing Ministry of Jesus. To register go to https://tinyurl.com/
SPSA-PPL-HP-2025.

Divine Reading: Wednesdays, January 14 & 28, 2026, 7:00
to 8:00 pm at the Franciscan Center. Please consider joining

us for “lectio divina” (divine reading.) It is a prayerful reading

of a bible passage in order to discern its message for each of us
today. We have found that meeting in person gives the experi-
ence greater intimacy and impact. The process is simple and will
be explained each time, and sharing is welcomed, but optional.
Join us when you can!

The Drumming Circle Is Back

Join us Monday, January 5, 2026 from 6:30 to 7:30

pmDid you know that drumming s good for the spirit

as well as the heartand mind!  Anyone can learn to

drum - no musical experience is needed. If you have a drum, please
bring it with you. Let us know if you need a drum by calling the parish
office, 860-756-4034. First-time participants, pleasearrive by 6:15pm.

Facilitator: Elaine Wiatr, Sponsored by the Women of Hope Ministry

The Cold Weather Emergency Shelter
The Cold Weather Emergency Shelter is
now open.

The shelter opens at 7pm each night and
closes at 7am the next morning, as this
is only a temporary shelter.

Help spread some cheer and share the warmth with a wonderful
meal. We are looking for food donations and volunteers.

Please use this link to access opportunities to work with this minis-
try: https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-CWES-2526

A Reminder from the Parish Nurse Ministry!

St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church now has two Automated

External Defibrillators (AEDs) installed on-site! These

life-saving devices were generously provided through
a grant from the Michael Vincent Sage Dragonheart Founda-
tion. AEDs are located inside the Church and in the Franciscan
Center.

Please Beware!
Word on the interweb is that the scammers
are impersonating St. Patrick-St. Anthony staff
yet again. As a reminder, neither the parish
staff nor your fellow parishioners would ever
ask for you to purchase anything via email or text. These emails
and text messages are phishing attempts and not a valid request
from any parishioner or staff member.

Please delete these emails or texts. Do not respond to the texts.
You can report these as SPAM and delete them through your
email provider, or block the number that sent it to you.



https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-IQP-2025
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PPL-HP-2025
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PPL-HP-2025
https://spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/
https://spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/
https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-CWES-2526

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, December 27, 2025
4:00PM  AnnTherese Tarala, Adeline Caruso, for their birthdays

Sunday, December 28, 2025

8:00 AM  Daniel Laffin Sr.

10:00 AM  Prayer intentions for Arthur & Annette Corey’s
62nd Anniversary

11:45 AM  In Thanksgiving to St. Eufemia

5:00PM  Blanch Gregoire

Monday, December 29, 2025
7:30 AM  Prayer intentions for St. Genevieve Parish
12:05PM  Thomas LaBriola

Tuesday, Decembe 30, 2025
7:30AM  Prayer intentions for our parishioners
12:05PM  Dionisio Perez & Monserrate Jimenez

Wednesday, December 31, 2025

7:30 AM  Jack & Donna Michaud

12:05PM Jennie Bramante, 40th Anniversary
5:00PM  Members of the Picone Family

Thursday, January 1, 2026

9:00 AM  In thanksgiving to Dr. Corning
Friday, January 2, 2026
9:00AM  Joseph Gora

Saturday, Janurday 3, 2026
4:00PM  Amalio & Florence DiLorenzo
Sunday, January 4, 2026

8:00 AM  Arthur Jahn

10:00 AM  Millie Intino

11:45 AM  Sebastian Kolodziej
5:00PM  Michael Miller

Stipend Amount to Change January 1, 2026

Please Note: Archbishop Coyne, together with the bishops of the
Ecclesiastical Province of Hartford, have announced that, effective
January 1, 2026, the offering for Masses celebrated in churches of
the Archdiocese and Province will be $15.00.

REMINDER: If you have scheduled Mass and you would
like to bring up the gifts, please make yourself known
to one of the sacristans prior to the start of the Mass.

Support the 2025 Parish Appeal

The 2025 Parish Annual Appeal is now underway and with
the end of the year approaching, it’s a great time to consider
a donation.

We hope to make needed repairs to the ceiling of the base-
ment of the church; repair the entryway of the right-side
doors of the church; continue to address issues with the
church’s sound system; and repair or replace the kneelers in
the church.

Please consider responding generously to this year’s Parish
Appeal.

To donate, please go to https://tinyurl.
com/SPSA-PAA, scan the code, place your
return envelope in the basket or mail to
the church.

Baptism This Weekend

Declan Rice
child of
Mark and Katelyn Wasielewski

Celebrated by Fr. John Leonard, 0.F.M.

Sanctuary Lamps

Week of December 28, 2025

In memory of
Josephine Tanasi
Marion Guerrera

Leo Gregroire


https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PAA
https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PAA

A Franciscan Heart in the World Podcast:
Advent Edition
Advent isn't about rushing or perfection. It's the season

when God draws near—quietly, humbly, right into the
real places of our lives.

Join Br. Mike Johnson for daily 5—7 minute reflections
that help you see again, breathe again, and rediscover
Emmanuel in the ordinary.

One day at a time, we'll walk toward the light that's
already breaking in.

https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-FHW-Advent-2025

&
To listen on Apple Podcast: i
o

To listen on Spotify:

Volunteer Today:
Feeling the need to give back? Consider volunteering!
Our Care Ministry Team helps to guide those

families through the planning process of their loved one’s
funeral. Our team is looking for a few new members to help
round out our team. Please consider joining this vital ministry.

We are also looking for new members to join our Friday Shoppers
Ministry. Every Friday we place two orders at BJ's Wholesale for
the House of Bread Weekend Meal Program and the Franciscan
Center. Please consider this vital ministry.

AND, consider becoming a Minister of the Door and help in the
office early evenings and on Sundays by answering the door and
doing light office work when needed.

Please go to https://spsact.org/current-volunteer-opportunities/
to view current offerings.

Have questions? Please contact our Director of Community
Engagement, Allison Holst-Grubbe at aholstgrubbe@spsact.org for
more info!
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Looking for a Few Good Nurses!

The Parish Nurse Ministry is inviting nurses
to join our team! Our ministry includes both
active and retired nurses from a variety of
professional backgrounds. Together, we
serve our parish community by offering
monthly blood pressure screenings and
health consultations, as well as sharing in-
formation and resources to support wellness throughout the parish.

We're a friendly, supportive group, and we'd love to welcome new
members! Our next screening will be held on January 11, 2026
following the 8:00 am and 10:00 am Masses in the Conference Room
at the Franciscan Center—a great opportunity to stop by, meet the
team, and see what we do.

If you have questions or ideas, feel free to reach out to co-coordina-
tors, Maureen at Maureen.pepin@gmail.com or Donna, at dmd27@
sbcglobal.net

Healthfully yours,
The Parish Nurse Ministry Team

Weekly Offering Update

We will have a complete breakdown of weekly offerings
for December in the January 11, 2026 bulletin due to
bulletin deadlines.

2025 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal

Parish Goal: $115,000.00
Total Donations:  $101,412.97

To donate please go to https://appeal.archdio-
ceseofhartford.org/donations/ or scan the QR
Code.

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used
exclusively for the purposes outlined in the Appeal literature,
which can be found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/
No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or settlements.



https://appeal.archdioceseofhartford.org/donations/
https://appeal.archdioceseofhartford.org/donations/
https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/
mailto:Maureen.pepin%40gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Nurse%20Info
mailto:dmd27%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Parish%20Nurse%20Info
mailto:dmd27%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Parish%20Nurse%20Info
mailto:aholstgrubbe%40spsact.org?subject=Livestream%20Info

We are here to serve you...

We are here to serve you. The programs and ministries listed below
are just a sampling of our many offerings. Please go to www.spsact.
org or call the Parish Office at 860-756-4034 for more information.

Baptism: Baptism of infants and young children may be celebrated
during Sunday Mass and Group Baptisms on the 1st Saturday of
each month outside of the seasons of Advent and Lent.

Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate; 860-756-4034, EXT. 113.

Matrimony: The Sacrament of Marriage at St. Patrick-St. Anthony
Church are celebrated Friday and Saturdays. The Bride or Groom
should contact Carolyn Abramo, Wedding Manager; 860-756-4034,
EXT. 111 or https.//spsact.org/wedding-request-form/ to begin
preparation for Marriage, normally one year in advance and before

any other arrangements are made for a reception.

Pastoral Care Outreach Minstry: We offer holistic care in collabo-
ration with the parish staff (friars, ministry coordinators, and parish
nurses). Members of this team are responsible for visiting parishio-
ners at home or in long term and short term care facilities. Fr. John
Leonard, 0.FM.; 860-756-4034, EXT. 129.

Prayer Network: The St. Patrick—St. Anthony Prayer Network con-
sists of approximately fifty parishioners who commit themselves to
praying daily for those in need. https://spsact.org/prayer-network-

prayer-request/ or Parish Office; 860-756-4034.

Open Hearts LGBTQ+ Ministry: This ministry consists of two
Groups: Open Hearts holds monthly fellowship meetings, and
Friends and Family (LGBTQ+) Support Ministry, which supports
members and allies of the LGBTQ+ community.

For information on Open Hearts:
https.//spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/

For information on Friends and Family contact:

https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/

Volunteering and Outreach Ministry Information:

St. Patrick-St. Anthony invites individuals to give freely of their time
and expertise in order to make a difference. Our volunteers partic-
ipate in liturgical ministries as well as other forms of service to the
church, the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry and the communi-
ty at large. Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement;
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org; 860-756-4034, EXT. 110.

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, 0.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com

Fr. William Beaudin, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,
wlbeaudin@gmail.com

Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org

Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org

David Garrido Cid, Director of Music Ministry,
dgarridocid@spsact.org

Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org

Fr. Michael Johnson, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan
Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com

Fr. John Leonard, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org

Fr. A. Francis Soucy, 0.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Senior Associate Friar,

afsofm@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Carolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant
cabramo@spsact.org

Sarah Christopher, Parish Communications Director,
schristopher@spsact.org

Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist

Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator,
dpelletier@spsact.org

Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Mary Gray, Family Program

Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program

Abigail Sheehan, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry, 7th, 8th & 9th Grades

Faith VosWinkel, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry, 10th Grade

Watch 10:00 am Mass Online:

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-
Anthony-Church-109359789104825/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ

https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52

Please Pray for the Sick

Paula Molitar, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers,
Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel, Mary Joyce Castafero,
Rosemarie Perkoski, Fran Rago, Susan Degennaro, Carolyn
Abramo, Albert Tornatore, and Deborah Godin.


mailto:dgarridocid%40spsact.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-Anthony-Church-109359789104825/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-Anthony-Church-109359789104825/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ
https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52
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1096 Main Street
Newington, CT 06111
(860) 665-0478

OPEN: WED-SUN

11:00 AM — 9:00 PM

HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING

Residential - Commercial - Industrial
We Service & Install: Central Air Conditioning
Gas & Oil Heating Systems - Water Heaters
Air Purification Systems
Lic. & Ins. + 24 Hr. Emergency Service

Disability/SS « Family Practice

Over 40 Years Experience

Criminal  Personal Injury

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY._|,,S08518518 o= == ) 560.527.9111
SANTO Proud
HAIR
FORUM Supporter
SANTO MI1ANO ()f
PARISHIONER . 906 Farmington Ave.
860-293-2300 St. Patrl‘:k' 68 Lasalle Rd., West Hartford, 106107 | West Hartford, CT 06119
221 Main Street (860) 523-5261
Hartford, Connecticut St. Anthony | wwmannewpniipsaoncom |~ 860-232-1322

Tl Sullioen
Funeral Home

34 Beaver Road « Wethersfield
50 Naubuc Avenue « Glastonbury

860-563-9999

SHAQ SMITH + KEVIN CORNWALL
UNDERS
860.245.8976 * Serving CT
Residential & Commercial
info@unitedplumbersllp.com

Personal, Responsive and Effective
Representation
Office 860-827-6453
Cell 860-748-5296
Email wjs@sweeneylawllc.com
www.sweeneylawllc.com

www.unitedplumbersllp.com

One Liberty Square|new Britian, CT 06051|Parishioner

Jim helps people with injuries, or families of those killed in accidents.

COYOTE FLACO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
(860) 953-1299 | 635 New Britain Ave

Coyote Flaco Mexican Restaurant in Hartford,
(T is the perfect place to enjoy delicious
tacos, margaritas, burritos, & enchiladas.
With a beautiful patio for outdoor dining,
it’s a must-visit for Mexican cuisine lovers.

hartford.coyoteflacoct.com

“VISIT NORTHWEST CATHOLIC AND GET READY TO ROAR!”

29 Wampanoag Drive | West Hartford, CT 06617 | (860) 236-4221

Experience
Counts

- Traumatic brain injuries
« Car, bike, motorcycle or pedestrian accidents
« Burn victims « Wrongful death

Jim also has more than 40 years of experience as a criminal lawyer,
helping victims of crimes as well as those accused of crimes.
Jim Bergenn « CELL (860) 463-4011

One Constitution Plaza - Hartford, CT 06103
JBergenn@goodwin.com - www.shipmangoodwin.com
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION - ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
.1 Message and data rates may apply.
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9019 St. Patrick/St. Anthony, Hartford, CT (B)
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SAMI STgE!;emIbra;eSdK | MATCH | INFORM

() Zayas Law ()

Injury * Accidents

HERE FOR YOU!
asl.aw.com

Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net




