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St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and 
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
tel 860-756-4034 • info@spsact.org • www.spsact.org

We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman Catholic 
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity 
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!

Open Minds
Open Doors

Open Hearts

+
Celebration of the Eucharist

Masks are optional at all Masses
Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation
4:00 pm		  Public

Sunday Masses
8:00 am			  Public
10:00 am		  Public & Livestream 
11:45 am		  Public
5:00 pm			  Public

Weekday Masses
7:30 am			  Public
12:05 pm		  Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 	 11:15  to 11:45 am
Saturday			    3:15 to 3:45 pm

Monday, Aug 4	 Nm 11:4b-15; Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday, Aug 5	 Nm 12:1-13; Mt 14:22-36 or  
	 Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday, Aug 6 	 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
	 2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36
Thursday, Aug 7	 Nm 20:1-13; Mt 16:13-23
Friday, Aug 8	 Dt 4:32-40; Mt 16:24-28
Sunday,  Aug 10	 Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22; 
	 Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12;  
	 Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40

Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Daily Mass
Readings

Creation Care Corner August 2025
Welcome to the Creation Care Corner!  Did You Know...

That in 2024 more than 600 reported ex-
treme weather events, included 148 classi-
fied as “unprecedented”, displaced 824,000 
people and killed 1,700 people? 

We need to realize that these are not just 
numbers, but are people all over the planet who are struggling 
with climate change. 

To read more, please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-CCC-8-3. 

To read the entire Creation Care Corner for August, go to: https://
tinyurl.com/SPSA-CCC-Aug-2025.
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The Pastor’s Corner
August 3, 2025

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

We were all deeply saddened to hear the news that our friend and 
colleague, Pam Johnson, passed away on Friday, July 25th. Her 
smile and laughter brightened every room, and she used her many 
gifts in service to the church and the art of music.

I first encountered Pam back in New York, twenty or so years ago 
when she and Br. Kevin McGoff led the music for 
one of our Province’s liturgical events, either an Or-
dination or a Solemn Profession. Little did I know 
then that our paths would cross so significantly a 
few decades later.

Even before I arrived in Hartford, Pam was guiding 
me through the maze of financial, personnel and 
other matters I needed to know as a first-time 
pastor. I quickly came to rely on her experience and 
wisdom as I navigated my way through my initial 
months in Hartford. Simply put, I depended on her 
for everything! 

Imagine my shock when Pam came to my office one day in early 
June of 2021 and told me that she would be leaving her position 
here as business manager, and would be taking a new job at the 
pastoral center in Bloomfield where she would be the executive 
assistant to the Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Hartford.

Losing Pam at that time was just one more challenge I had to face 
in my first year as pastor, but it was also a valuable learning expe-
rience as well. Pam had taught me a lot about being a pastor and I 
was grateful for her guidance and patience.

The archdiocese gained a dedicated, 
informed, and energetic asset in Pam 
Johnson. When Archbishop Coyne arrived 
in October 2023 as Coadjutor Archbishop, 
Pam became his executive assistant as well, and continued in that 
position right up to the present. It wasn’t unusual to get a call from 
her to discuss some particular matter on behalf of the archbishop. 
She was always professional, always courteous, always efficient. In 
other words, the Archdiocese of Hartford has lost a treasured team 
member.

Here at St. Patrick-St. Anthony, Pam not only 
served as our business manager, she was also a 
talented member of our music ministry. Both as a 
cantor and as director of the Treble Clef Choir, Pam 
shared with us the fruits of her musical training. 
Having studied vocal performance at Lawrence 
University in Appleton, Wisconsin, she was a 
member of CONCORA and the Hartford Chorale, 
two of Hartford’s prestigious choral ensembles.

Our hearts go out to her husband Matt and sons 
Glenn and Robert, and the entire Johnson and Fri-
go families. We keep all of them in our prayer and 

wish them comfort in their loss. I am reminded of two verses from 
Scripture that I associate with Pam Johnson. From St. Paul’s second 
letter to Timothy: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith’; and from the gospel of Matthew: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant ... enter into the joy of your master.”

May Pam Johnson be received with joy into the eternal presence of 
the Lord whom she served so well.

Fr. Tim Shreenan, O.F.M.
Pastor
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Snacks Needed
Our Sandwich Ministry hands out snacks with 

sandwiches every day of the week. We are 

seeing the need at our doorstep increase in 

recent months, and we are once again in need 

of snacks for our friends. Pre-packaged snacks and home-baked 

goods can be dropped off anytime the office is open. (Mon-Sat 9-4, 

Sunday 9-11).

An Evening with Author Carl Siciliano
Thursday, September 25, 2025 at 6:30 pm

You are invited to an evening with Carl Siciliano, the author of 
Making Room, which details his three decades of work founding 
and nurturing the Ali Forney Center, the nation’s largest housing 
program for LGBT youth experiencing homelessness.

About this book, Father James Martin, SJ states: “I hope this 
compelling book will be read by many in the Church as well as 
many who wished that churches treated LGBTQ youth not like 
lepers, but who they are: beloved children of God.”

For more information, email timothy.curran@trincoll.edu or call 
860-756-4034.

Sponsored by the Friends and Family, Open Hearts and Social Justice Ministries of 
St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church

People of Hope 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am - 12:00 pm on Zoom, starting 
September 3, 2025.

Jesus was a remarkable healer. For much of his 
public ministry, he was surrounded by human 
need. Crowds followed him wherever he went, 
pressing in on him, asking for healing. We too 
seek out this healer from Nazareth and long 
to encounter him. Together we will reflect on 
how Jesus is still very much with us, healing and transforming 
us through his compassionate life, his saving death, and his glori-
ous resurrection.

To spark our conversation and reflection, we will use author Amy 
Ekeh’s latest book Stretch Out Your Hand: Reflections on the Healing 
Ministry of Jesus.

Please join our facilitator, Pat Curtis, each Wednesday, 11:00 am 
to 12:00 pm on Zoom, to gather with others for weekly inspiration 
using experiences from our daily lives.  Our goal is to keep hope 
alive and steadfast even as difficult personal and world events press 
upon us.
This "People of Hope" gathering is available to you every Wednes-
day morning ~ attend when your schedule allows to receive the 
gifts of spiritual nourishment and growth.  
Join us!
To register go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-PPL-HP-2025

Free Will Offering can be made payable to "St. Patrick-St. Anthony 
Church" and mailed to 285 Church Street, Hartford, CT  06103, 
Attn. Pat Curtis  OR go to https://osvhub.com/spsact/giving/funds/
adult-faith-formation to give offering conveniently ONLINE and 
note the program name in the Memo.
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Join Us This Week
Group Spiritual Reflection: Zoom Meetings: Every 
Tuesdays. Next meeting: August 5, 2025  from 12:30 to 1:30 
pm. All are welcome! Please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Tues-
Spirit-Grp to register and receive the Zoom Link. 

Sanctuary Lamps
Week of August 3, 2025

In memory of 

Carol Curtis

Please Pray for the Sick
Paula Molitar, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers, 

Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel,  Mary Joyce Castafero, 
Bobby Lombardo, Rosemarie Perkoski, Fran Rago, Patricia 

Dressler, Susan Degennaro, and Deborah Godin.

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, Aug 2, 2025 
4:00 PM	 Kathleen Gorman
Sunday, Aug 3, 2025
8:00 AM 	 Concetta Giani
10:00 AM 	 John Lemega, 56th Anniversary
11:45 AM 	 Mary Berning
5:00 PM 	 Pamela Schmeelk
Monday, Aug 4, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Joseph Suranna 
12:05 PM	 James & Sadie Baio
Tuesday, Aug 5, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Prayer intentions for our parishioners 
12:05 PM	 Richard Crockett
Wednesday, Aug 6, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Jose & Arlete Thomaz�  
12:05 PM	 Kevin Sweeney
Thursday, Aug 7, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Marjorie Bjerklie 
12:05 PM	 Efigenia Palomino
Friday, Aug 8, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Deirdre Tarala 
12:05 PM	 Frank & Maria Pizzonia 
Saturday, Aug 9, 2025 
4:00 PM	 Regan Martins
Sunday, Aug 10, 2025
8:00 AM 	 William, Angie & Joanne Speziale
10:00 AM 	 John C. Brennan, 17th Anniversay
11:45 AM 	 Ronald V. William
5:00 PM 	 Marie Neclerio

Day of Reflection for Women 
St. Edmund’s Retreat, Saturday 

October 11, 2025, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Do you know someone who needs to “get away from it all”  

for one day? 
Why not gift that person with this special retreat? 
Or maybe it is YOU who needs this time away… 

Enjoy a day of reflection on beautiful Enders Island, a 12-acre  
island in Fisher’s Island Sound, Mystic, CT. 

St. Edmund’s is a place for restoration, renewal and reflection. 
Download the flyer at https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-WRetreat  OR to 

register, go to  https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-DOR-W2025
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PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, O.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com
Fr. William Beaudin, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,  
     wlbeaudin@gmail.com
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org
Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org
Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
     aholstgrubbe@spsact.org
Fr. Michael Johnson, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan 
     Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com
Fr. John Leonard, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org
Fr. A. Francis Soucy, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Senior Associate Friar, 
afsofm@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Carolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant 
     cabramo@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Parish Communications Director,  
     schristopher@spsact.org
Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist 
Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF
Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator, 
     dpelletier@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Mary Gray, Family Program
Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program
Abigail Sheehan, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry, 7th, 8th & 9th Grades
Faith VosWinkel, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry, 10th Grade

MAINTENANCE STAFF
Gilberto Lisboa, Church Custodian

Watch 10:00 am Mass Online:
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-

Anthony-Church-109359789104825/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ

https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52

We are here to serve you

 The programs and ministries listed below are just a sampling of 
our many offerings. Please go to www.spsact.org or call the Parish 
Office at  860-756-4034 for more information.

Baptism: Baptism of infants and young children may be celebrated 
during Sunday Mass and Group Baptisms on the 1st Saturday of 
each month outside of the seasons of Lent and Advent.  
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate; 860-756-4034, EXT. 113.

Matrimony: The Sacrament of Marriage at St. Patrick-St. Anthony 
Church are celebrated Friday and Saturdays. The Bride or Groom 
should contact Carolyn Abramo, Wedding Manager; 860-756-4034, 
EXT. 111 or https://spsact.org/wedding-request-form/  to begin 
preparation for Marriage, normally one year in advance and before 
any other arrangements are made for a reception.

Pastoral Care Outreach Minstry: We offer holistic care in collabo-
ration with the parish staff (friars, ministry coordinators, and parish 
nurses). Members of this team are responsible for visiting parishio-
ners at home or in long term and short term care facilities. Fr. John 
Leonard, O.F.M.; 860-756-4034, EXT. 129.

Prayer Network: The St. Patrick–St. Anthony Prayer Network con-
sists of approximately fifty parishioners who commit themselves to 
praying daily for those in need. https://spsact.org/prayer-network-
prayer-request/ or Parish Office; 860-756-4034.

Open Hearts LGBTQ+ Ministry: This ministry consists of two 
Groups: Open Hearts holds monthly fellowship meetings, and 
Friends and Family (LGBTQ+) Support Ministry, which supports 
members and allies of the LGBTQ+ community. 
For information on Open Hearts:
https://spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/
For information on Friends and Family contact: 
 https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/

Volunteering and Outreach Ministry Information:  
St. Patrick-St. Anthony invites individuals to give freely of their time 
and expertise in order to make a difference. Our volunteers partic-
ipate in liturgical ministries as well as other forms of service to the 
church, the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry and the communi-
ty at large. Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement; 
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org; 860-756-4034, EXT. 110.



7

To read page 2 of Branches on the Vine, please go to https://tinyurl.com/Branches-pg2
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906 Farmington Ave.
West Hartford, CT 06119
860-232-1322

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
We Service & Install: Central Air Conditioning

Gas & Oil Heating Systems • Water Heaters
Air Purifi cation Systems

Lic. & Ins. • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
860.681.6818

www.select-mech.com

1096 Main Street 
Newington, CT 06111 
(860) 665-0478

OPEN: WED-SUN 
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM 

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY

Over 40 Years Experience
Disability/SS • Family Practice 

Criminal • Personal Injury 
860-527-9111

Proud 
Supporter 

of 
St. Patrick-
St. Anthony

Farley Sullivan
Funeral Home

34 Beaver Road • Wethersfi eld
50 Naubuc Avenue • Glastonbury

860-563-9999

68 LaSalle Rd., West Hartford, CT 0610768 LaSalle Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107
(860) 523-5261(860) 523-5261

www.matthewphillipsalon.comwww.matthewphillipsalon.com

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeannie

203-530-8048

Experience 
Counts

Jim helps people with injuries, or families of those killed in accidents.

Jim also has more than 40 years of experience as a criminal lawyer, 
helping victims of crimes as well as those accused of crimes.

Jim Bergenn • 860-251-5639
One Constitution Plaza • Hartford, CT 06103

JBergenn@goodwin.com • www.shipmangoodwin.com
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION • ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

• Traumatic brain injuries 
• Car, bike, motorcycle or pedestrian accidents
• Burn victims • Wrongful death

Coyote Flaco Mexican Restaurant in Hartford, 
CT is the perfect place to enjoy delicious 

tacos, margaritas, burritos, & enchiladas.
With a beautiful patio for outdoor dining,

it’s a must-visit for Mexican cuisine lovers.
hartford.coyoteflacoct.com

COYOTE FLACO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
(860) 953-1299 | 635 New Britain Ave

SANTO
HAIR
FORUM
Santo Miano
Parishioner
860-293-2300
221 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut 

Finding
TMTTFABER

check out the latest 
offerings by your 
bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our free app

in remembrance of

ASK

STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Personal, Responsive and Eff ective 
Representation

Offi  ce 860-827-6453
Cell 860-748-5296

Email wjs@sweeneylawllc.com
www.sweeneylawllc.com

One Liberty Square|new Britian, CT 06051|Parishioner


