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St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and 
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
tel 860-756-4034 • info@spsact.org • www.spsact.org

We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman Catholic 
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity 
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!

Open Minds
Open Doors

Open Hearts

+
Celebration of the Eucharist

Masks are optional at all Masses
Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation
4:00 pm		  Public

Sunday Masses
8:00 am			  Public
10:00 am		  Public & Livestream 
11:45 am		  Public
5:00 pm			  Public

Weekday Masses
7:30 am			  Public
12:05 pm		  Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 	 11:15  to 11:45 am
Saturday			    3:15 to 3:45 pm

Christmas in July 2025
Father Gaby Noel, pastor of the St. 
Genevieve Parish our sister Parish in 
Haiti, frequently expresses his profound 
appreciation for our support for his com-
munity.  He recently emphasized how 
essential our support is in maintaining 

hope in Zoranje, hope in the face of the constant threat of gang 
violence and their very uncertain future.  In the words of Father 
Gaby,  “Thanks to your support, it makes it financially easier for 
parents to send their children to school knowing they will be fed in 
the cafeteria and receive an education important to their children’s 
future. People can get some medical help when they are sick. 
During these difficult economic and threatening times, paying the 
28 teachers and part-time instruc-
tors provides a financial incentive 
for these educators to remain 
teaching in our school.”  

The average monthly teacher 
salary beginning in September is 
equivalent to $100/month. Will 
you consider supporting the cost 
for teacher salaries this coming 
school year. Our Sister Parish 
Committee recognizes the challenge for us to maintain this 
support. Please help us during the upcoming “Christmas in July” 
fundraising campaign to keep the spirit of hope alive and support 
our brothers and sisters in so much need. 

In the words of St. Paul: “Hope does not disappoint us.” 

To make a donation, please drop a check in 
the basket made out to SPSA-Sister Parish 
(put Christmas in July on the memo line) or to 
give online, scan the QR code or go to https://
tinyurl.com/SPSA-Donate-xmas-in-july-2025.
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The Pastor’s Corner
June 29, 2025

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul, Apostles. Every Sunday in the month of June this year has 
been a solemnity, the highest level or rank in the Church’s liturgical 
calendar. Next week’s return to true Ordinary Time as the 14th 
Sunday of the Year will seem to pale in comparison to these special 
Sundays of June.

However, it’s always a pleasant and somewhat uplifting experience 
to celebrate a special feast day on a Sunday when a larger portion 
of the parish community gathers together. Additionally, the papal 
transition we have experienced over the past few months makes it 
even more appropriate to celebrate the two great saints of Rome, 
Peter and Paul.

Pope Leo XIV has already visited the four major basilicas in Rome, 
including St. Paul Outside the Walls where Paul’s remains are 
buried. He also visited St. Mary Major where the remains of his 
predecessor, Pope Francis, are buried. 

If you have ever visited Rome you know how much the presence 
of Saints Peter and Paul pervades the Eternal City. Just as the two 
gigantic marble statues of Peter and Paul stand in the piazza of St. 
Peter’s Basilica, their aura looms over everything you see. Go into 
Santa Maria del Popolo to view Caravaggio’s dramatic renderings 

of Peter’s upside-down crucifixion, and 
Paul’s fall from his horse at the moment 
of his conversion. This is a moment you 
will never forget!

Both Peter and Paul were 
martyred by Emperor Nero, 
perhaps around the year 
67. Unlike Peter, Paul was a 
Roman citizen, which gave 
him the right to a trial and, 
when he was convicted, to a 
quick execution.

There is a legend that the 
city of Rome was founded 
by two brothers, Romulus 
and Remus, who were 
raised by wolves. Peter and 
Paul came to be called the 
new founders of Rome.

Although these two were 
very different in temper-
ament and talent, they 
shared a great bond, having 
been called forth from 
Jesus’s love. Their improba-
ble rise to leadership roles 
in the infant church reminds 

us that anything is possible with God, who gives us the ability to 
use our gifts for the spread of the Gospel in the world around us, 
even with all our weakness and sinfulness. 

Today, let us pray especially for Pope Leo as he takes on the mantle 
of leadership for the Church. His role as a symbol of unity for the 
Christian world is more important than ever. May the good work 
which God has begun in him be brought to completion!

Blessings on your week ahead!

Fr. Tim Shreenan, O.F.M.
Pastor



4

Join Us This Week
Group Spiritual Reflection: Zoom Meetings: Every Tues-
days. Next meeting: July, 1 2025  from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. All 
are welcome! Please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Tues-Spirit-
Grp to register and receive the Zoom Link. 

In Quiet Prayer will meet on Wednesdays from 7:30-8:00 
am in September.

People of Hope will meet on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. in 
September

Divine Reading: Wednesday, July 2, 2025 at 7:00 pm at 
the Franciscan Center. Please consider joining us for “lectio 
divina” (divine reading.) If you haven’t tried it yet, please do! 
The process is simple and will be explained each time, and shar-
ing is welcome, but optional. Note: Last meeting til September.

2nd Collection June 28/29

Servant Leadership
So, what’s all the buzz about Servant Leadership? 
Don’t those two words seem contradictory? How 
can someone be a servant and a leader at the 
same time? We are all set to provide the answers to your burning 
questions by offering a two-session “Come and See” workshop.

SAVE THE DATES: July 23 and July 30. Sessions will be held from 
12:45-2:15 pm and 6:30-8:00 pm.

Sister Parish: Call to Action
The Sister Parish is asking for your help in 
getting support and co-sponsorship for a 
Bipartisan bill. The bill will sanction those 
responsible for arming and funding the gangs in Haiti. 

Please contact your Representatives and ask them to Support and 
Co-Sponsor the Haiti Criminal Collusion Transparency Act (HR2643, 
S1854). Thank you.

Access more information and quick contact links to 
your legislators by scanning the QR code above or at 
this link: https://quixote.org/action#/19.

Monday, June 30	 Gen 12:1-9; Mt 7:1-5
Tuesday, July 1	 Is 49:1-6; Acts 13:22-26;  
	 Lk 1:57-66, 80
Wednesday, July 2 	 Gen 15:1-12, 17-18;Mt 7:15-20
Thursday, July 3	 Gen 16:1-12, 15-16 or 16:6b-12, 	
	 15-16; Mt 7:21-29	
Friday, July 4	 Ez 34:11-16; Rom 5:5b-11; Lk 15:3-7
Sunday, July 6	 Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
	 8-9 2; Tm 4:6-8, 17-18 Mt 16:13-19

Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Daily Mass
Readings
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Women of Hope Ministry
Are you in need of inspiration and HOPE? 

The Leadership Conference of Women Religious published a state-
ment in January responding to the difficult and challenging realities 
of today.  The statement witnesses to the convictions of faith and 
the advocacy to which Sisters have committed themselves.  The 
tone of their words is one of courage, determination, and wisdom.  
They know their own truth as women religious and speak that truth 
to the prevailing political environment. 

Here is the second section from the LCWR’s Statement for your own 
reflection: 

What we are witnessing in society today goes against the principles that 
we, as Catholic sisters, have labored for centuries to nurture and protect. 
Recalling these beliefs is an important exercise for us as we are confront-
ed with rhetoric that urges us to change course and actions that oppose 
our principles. These values, around which we have spoken publicly and 
that have guided our lives, include: 
•	 The belief in the inherent right to life of all human beings and the 

dignity of each life
•	 The commitment to the Gospel demands of love, welcome, and care 

for all people,especially those who are most vulnerable
•	 The duty to welcome immigrants and provide care and aid to all in 

our land, while insisting on comprehensive immigration reform
•	 The responsibility to stand against violence in all its forms
•	 The commitment to dismantle systemic racism
•	 The belief that care of our planet Earth requires our attention  

and action
•	 Respect for the journey of all persons into the wholeness of their 

humanness
•	 The work to alleviate poverty in all forms 

Staying steadfast to these principles in the face of powerful forces work-
ing towards contrary purposes may be one of the hardest challenges we 
will encounter – collectively and individually. The efforts to be the face 
of compassion and hope amid actions that create chaos and fear will not 
be easy. This is a time when we will need one another, and a time when 
we can lend our voices and our support to many of the organizations and 
people of faith who are laboring to bear witness to the dignity of each 
person.

Building a Culture of Dignity
Thursday, July 10 at 12:45-1:45 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 pm.

Have you experienced first-hand or witnessed within your school, 
workplace, family or community, the use of language which divides 
us one from another? Perhaps you’ve seen up close the divisions 
created when people are treated harshly, sometimes with con-
tempt.  One attempt to reverse this negative impact upon our lives 
involves adopting “The Dignity Index.”  Placing DIGNITY at the heart 
of our conversations, in-person or on social media, can be a choice 
to build back our humanity.

JOIN US on Thursday, July 10 to learn about this tool and hear 
observations from folks using this Index in their lives.

Participation in the first session is not a pre-requisite to attend this 
July gathering – Come & Learn!

Together let’s make this CHOICE away from judgment and dehu-
manizing language. 

Let us respond to the CALL to a different way… one which affirms 
the humanity of all.

Visit the website www.dignity.us to discover informative resources 
– check it out!

Co-facilitators: Elaine Wiatr and Pat Curtis

Please register here https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Dignity-Reg and 
then email Pat to let her know which session you plan to attend at 
pcurtis@spsact.org.

Baptism This Weekend
Charles Alexander

child of
Oanh and Robert Bamford

Celebrated by Fr. Michael Johnson, O.F.M.
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2025 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
Parish Goal: 	 $115,000.00 
Total Donations: 	 $81,322.40

The 2025 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, Trust in the Lord presents 
each of us with the opportunity to give back to the Lord by 
helping those in need. Thank you for your support of this year’s 
Appeal and please pray for its success – so many are counting on 
us! If you have not yet made your 2025 Appeal pledge please join 
your fellow parishioners and make a gift today by returning the 
pledge card mailed to you. Please respond as generously as your 
means allow. To donate please go to https://appeal.archdio-
ceseofhartford.org/donations/ or scan the QR Code. 

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes 
outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be 
found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/ap-
peal/ No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees 
or settlements.

Weekly Offering Update
06/15/2025: 	 $19,238.73
06/22/2025:	 $14,602.73	

Please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-Branches-629 to read about 
upcoming events around the Archdiocese and the Faith, Hope & 
Charity Committee at Our Lady of the Assumption Roman Catholic 
Parish in Woodbridge and Bethany and their more than 25 years of 
overseeing programs that help those in need. 
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, June 28, 2025
4:00 PM	 Julio Lesmes
Sunday, June 29, 2025
8:00 AM 	 Eduardo Rodrigues
10:00 AM 	 Normand Remillard
11:45 AM 	 Prayers in thanksgiving to Our Lady of Grace
5:00 PM 	 Judy Ryiz, 5th Anniversary
Monday, June 30, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Prayer intentions for our parishioners 
12:05 PM	 Edward Potanka
Tuesday, July 1, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Maria Concepcion Romo Quezada 
12:05 PM	 Thomas Cirone
Wednesday, July 2, 2025 
7:30 AM	 Prayer intentions for St. Genevieve parish 
12:05 PM	 Maureen Brown
Thursday, July 3, 2025
7:30 AM	 Paul R. Cox 
12:05 PM	 Concetta Gianni
Friday, July 4, 2025
9:00 AM	 All those who have fought for our freedom 
Saturday, July 5, 2025
4:00 PM	 Dennis Sullivan
Sunday, July 6, 2025
8:00 AM 	 Lina Brunelle
10:00 AM 	 Maria Monaco
11:45 AM 	
5:00 PM 	 Marie Inzucchi

Please Pray for the Sick
Paula Molitar, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers, 

Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel,  Mary Joyce Castafero, 
Bobby Lombardo, Rosemarie Perkoski, Fran Rago, Patricia 

Dressler, Susan Degennaro, and Deborah Godin.

PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, O.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com
Fr. William Beaudin, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,  
     wlbeaudin@gmail.com
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org
Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org
Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
     aholstgrubbe@spsact.org
Fr. Michael Johnson, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan 
     Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com
Fr. John Leonard, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org
Fr. A. Francis Soucy, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Senior Associate Friar, 
afsofm@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Carolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant 
     cabramo@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Parish Communications Director,  
     schristopher@spsact.org
Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist 
Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF
Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator, 
     dpelletier@spsact.org
Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Mary Gray, Family Program
Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program
Abigail Sheehan, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry, 7th, 8th & 9th Grades
Faith VosWinkel, Focus 4:12 Youth Ministry, 10th Grade

MAINTENANCE STAFF
Gilberto Lisboa, Church Custodian

Watch 10:00 am Mass Online:
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patrick-St-

Anthony-Church-109359789104825/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8Vhk8-hhlyAJenBxueHySQ

https://venue.streamspot.com/cdc76f52

Sanctuary Lamps
Week of June 29, 2025

In memory of 

Richard Formica, by Jo-Ann Formica

Joseph P. Infante and Nicolas J. Ricciardi 
by Mary Rose & Sam Ricciardi
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Farley Sullivan
Funeral Home

68 LaSalle Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107
(860) 523-5261

www.matthewphillipsalon.com

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeannie

203-530-8048

hartford.coyoteflacoct.com

COYOTE FLACO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
(860) 953-1299 | 635 New Britain Ave

TMTTFABER
check out the latest 
offerings by your 
bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our free app

in remembrance of

STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI


