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St. Patrick-St. Anthony Church and 
The Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry

285 Church Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
tel 860-756-4034 • info@spsact.org • www.spsact.org

We are a welcoming and dynamic community of Christian disciples. Rooted in the Franciscan experience of the Roman Catholic 
tradition, we proactively endeavor to extend hospitality both at the Eucharistic Table and as we minister reciprocally and in solidarity 
among the alienated and the poor, nurturing the mind, body, and spirit in the Greater Hartford Community. All are welcome!

Open Minds
Open Doors

Open Hearts

+
Celebration of the Eucharist

Masks are optional at all Masses
Saturday Evening Mass of Anticipation
4:00 pm		  Public

Sunday Masses
8:00 am			  Public
10:00 am		  Public & Livestream 
11:45 am		  Public
5:00 pm			  Public

Weekday Masses
7:30 am			  Public
12:05 pm		  Public & Livestream

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 	 11:15  to 11:45 am

Saturday			    3:15 to 3:45 pm

Monday, July 22:	 SGS 3:1-4B; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Tuesday, July 23:	 MI 7:14-15, 18-20; MT 12:46-50
Wednesday, July 24: 	 Jer 1:1, 4-10; Mt 13:1-9	
Thursday, July 25:	 2 Cor 4:7-15; Mt 20:20-28
Friday, July 26:	 JER 3:14-17; MT 13:18-23
Sunday July 27:        	 2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 		
	 17-18; Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15

Go to http://www.usccb.org/ for readings online.

Daily Mass Readings

Updated Livestreaming Information
All Masses are available on Streamspot. Please  go 
to https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Streamspot or scan 
the QR Code to view.

Tree Dedication in Memory of Orville Russell+

We have new landscaping in the Church garden where the Golden Rain Tree stood. New bushes and grass 
have been planted and the metal cross has been moved against the staircase wall. The statue of Hunter 
has moved to the Ann St. Garden. 

We have added a beautiful Blue Atlas Cedar tree which will be dedicated in loving memory of our beloved 
Director of Maintenance, Orville Russell+. Orville was part of our family for over 20 years until his passing 
on July 10, 2023. 

Please join us after the 5:00 pm Mass on July, 28, 2024 for the dedication and a small celebration. 

https://tinyurl.com/SPSACT-Streamspot 
https://spsact.org/franciscan-center/food-security-ministries/
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July 21, 2024

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Once again, our nation has been affected by gun 
violence in the form of an attempted assassination attempt against 
former President Trump. Whatever political leanings you might have, vi-
olence in this form can never be condoned. We hope for his full recovery 
and pray for the bystander who died as a result of the shooting. 
 
As a society, we must continue to fight against the proliferation of gun 
violence in our country and begin to enact sensible and enforceable 
legislation that will limit the use of these terrible weapons that have 
taken the lives of so many innocent people, especially children.
 
During the coming weeks let us pray for unity and calm, that the divi-
sions which have created so much hatred and animosity will be healed, 
and that we may move forward with clarity, honesty and respect for one 
and all. 

Prayer for Our Country

Almighty God, 
you have given us this good land as our heritage.
Make us always remember your generosity
and constantly do your will.
Bless our land with honesty and integrity,
sound learning, and an honorable way of life.
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, 
and from every evil way.
Make us, who come from many nations
with many different languages,
a united people.
Defend our liberties and give those whom we have entrusted with the 
authority of government the spirit of wisdom,
that there might be justice and peace in our land.
When times are prosperous, let our hearts be thankful; 
and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail.
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

This week we continue our presentations on vocations with a 
reflection by Kathy Swift, a Mercy Associate.

God, what do you want me to do with my life? “Is it I, Lord?” a line 
from a favorite hymn, Here I am, Lord, is the discernment question I 
posed when seeking a vocation. I envied the burning bush that God sent 

The Pastor’s Corner
Moses and the direct line to God’s voice Noah had. Why didn’t I get a 
clear sign from God?

God sends signs, but I need to be attentive to interpret them. How to 
answer, “God, what do you want me to do with my life” ? 

I believe vocations are discovered by feeling as much as thinking. As 
an English teacher, I seek similes to clarify how to explain how I knew 
when I had found my vocation. The cliché of the key in the lock springs 
to mind. The pieces of my life fit together and an opening occurs. I also 
liken it to when I sing and the note I project is the exact one written by 
the composer and it resonates in my ears and heart.

My introduction to Mercy Association resonated in this heart-way when 
I heard from the charismatic director Sister Grace Mannion the origins 
and specifics of this vocation option birthed in 1968. As someone who 
was attracted to religious life but felt unworthy, I harmonized with this 
call to association. Through the structure of our covenant, I outline what 
I would do in prayer, ministry and community. Through the year-long 
orientation/discernment, Sister Grace assured me and the others con-
sidering becoming Mercy associates, it didn’t necessarily mean adding 
to what I was currently doing, but I would do it with the lens of Mercy. 

By saying yes to becoming an associate, my teaching became conscious-
ly infused with the charism of Mercy. No, I didn’t become a soft-touch 
teacher who allowed students to do whatever they wanted, but I did 
listen to what they said they needed and sifted through responses that 
affirmed them and kept standards. 

I was more deliberate about daily prayer and pursued spiritual direction 
which was life changing having a talented guide to interpret God’s signs 
with wisdom. 

In the life-giving Mercy community I joined as an associate, we cele-
brate and minister together. We make collective and personal efforts 
tied to Mercy Critical concerns: racism, immigration, nonviolence, 
women, and the earth. I learn from emails from the Justice Committee 
with model letters to government officials that make me a more active 
citizen. We signed position statements to end the death penalty and 
conserve water. We hosted seminars on human trafficking and how to 
help and hold drives for clothing, baby items, and household items to 
help immigrants, pregnant women and victims of domestic violence 
respectively.
 
“God, what do you want me to do with my life”? to bring Mercy wher-
ever I am. Knowing I had discovered which gift of the Holy Spirit I was 
graced with, how can I keep from singing?
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Vibrant Voices for Peace
Our Women of Hope Ministry invites you to join them for prayer 
to focus on many dimensions of peace ~ building a culture of 
peace, cultural diversity in friendship and the theme of justice, for 
example.

We launch this important time to ‘be’ together.

Please join with other parishioners to hear the voices of women 
lead our communal prayers and reflect upon the peace sought after 
and celebrated at this moment in history. 

Thursday, July 25 following the 12:05 Mass,  
with Elaine Wiatr
Tuesday, August 13 at 7:00 pm, 
with Fatma Antar & Carole Fay
Thursday, September 19 at 7:00 pm, with Patty Panetta

* All services will be held in the church and available on live stream *

Then, please save the date of Saturday, September 28 from 
12:30-4 pm to welcome Christine Schenk, CSJ for an afternoon of 
presentation, prayer and discussion. Her focus will be: 

What Does the Countercultural Witness of Early “Mothers of 
the Church” Call Us to Today?

All are Welcome!

Is our Church Still Relevant Today?
Perhaps you have heard the question circulating among Catholics, 
“Is our Church still relevant in our society today?”   

We propose this answer:  The Church as the People of God,  enliv-
ened through our Baptism, is called to vibrant, relevant living based 
on Gospel values which speak words of hope and comfort to those 
afflicted, and words of truth and integrity to those who serve and 
lead.

Please join us this summer for three reflection sessions imme-
diately following the 12:05 Mass on Wednesdays in the church:

July 24:  “Anointed for Mission”
July 31:  “Discipleship”: Enriching Relationships and Growing  
in Holiness
August 7:  “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”: Living into 
our Motto

If you are planning to attend one of our sessions, please consider 
accessing the Pre-reading Material. This can be found on our web-
site at https://spsact.org/anointed-for-mission-2024/ .

Together we will explore anew and reclaim this incredible gift and 
grace given at Baptism.

Presenters:  Patricia Curtis, LouAnn Warren and Elaine Wiatr

Vocation Reflection 
Being a vowed woman religious is a lifelong commitment; I am a 
religious who is retired from formal ministry, not retired from my 
religious profession! In her talk to a Parish for the Annual Appeal for 
the Retirement Fund for Religious, one of our Sisters said, “we don’t 
retire, we expire!”

A product of public-school education, I met the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur at Emmanuel College in Boston.  I graduated in 
1967, taught a year in a public school and entered the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur in 1968 post Vatican II.   We kept our Baptis-
mal names as religious life was now seen as a continuation of the 
Baptismal Call, not something added to it. We were encouraged to 
dress like the people, thus no black habit. Our “habit” was/is our dis-
tinctive Notre Dame Cross, with ND in the middle, signifying Mary’s 
standing at the foot of the cross, reminding us that our Congrega-
tion was founded on the Cross. Mary’s place at the foot of the cross 
speaks to my heart whenever the media shows a woman mourning 
the death of her child. The “Ah, Qu’il est bon, le bon dieu!” (how 
Good is the Good God!) inscribed on the back of our cross, expresses 
our Charism to proclaim the goodness of God.

We wrote our own formula for profession of vows, and in 1971, 
mine ended with “May I incarnate in my daily life your redemptive 
love for all men.”  (At that time, inclusivity was not in my vocab-
ulary!)  As life went on, my response to my vocational call led me 
from formal classroom education in Massachusetts to ministry in 
Connecticut: to refugees, to the hospitalized, to Notre Dame Mission 
Volunteers and their service in non-profit agencies. 1990 brought 
me not only to CT, but also to this Parish! If written now, my ending 
vow statement prayer would be “May I see Jesus incarnate in every 
person I meet.”  

As a Sister of Notre Dame de Namur, I have had many opportunities 
for spiritual input, study and prayer. With advancing age, physical 
activity decreases, but opportunities for advocacy increase. I realize 
how being a religious compels me to be an active citizen, continu-
ing to become aware of and find ways to respond to human needs 
resulting from unjust policies and systems.  My prayer has become 
more contemplative and is enriched by liturgy and the daily reflec-
tions from both the Abbey of the Arts and Richard Rohr’s Center of 
Action and Contemplation.

Not yet ready to “expire,” I wonder where God will be leading me 
next!
	 -Sr. Barbara-Jean Kubik, SNDdeN

To view all of our vocation reflections, please go to 
https://spsact.org/vocations-series/ or scan the QR 
Code

https://spsact.org/anointed-for-mission-2024/ 
https://spsact.org/vocations-series/
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Ongoing Adult Faith Formation Programs 
For full program descriptions, Zoom links, and more informa-
tion, please go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-AFF.

Group Spiritual Reflection: 
Tuesday: July 23, 2024, on Zoom at 12:30 pm 
Wednesday: In-person will resume in September.

We invite all to join the following programs in September:  
In Quiet Prayer, People of Hope, Praying with Sacred  
Scripture.

The almost 20-year Covenant between St. Genevieve Parish and 
St. Patrick St Anthony has by definition grown and adapted with 
the ever-changing nature of our world.  More students have meant 
more meals and likewise more, better paid, teachers.  We have sup-
ported the community by expanding our support in response to this 
growth.  Further, we have identified the need for new books, fixed 
the parish truck, and recently agreed with Fr. Gaby to directly help 
support basic care for several of the most in need within his parish.  
The world changes…as we know, Haiti has been no exception.

Your continued support of our Sister Parish Committee’s work is to 
allow us to align our best intentions with the expanding needs of 
our brothers and sisters at St. Geneveive.  This support has been 
nothing short of miraculous.  Where there has been a need, we ask, 
and our parish has responded – with open hands and open hearts.

This year as we embark on our one and only fundraiser of the year, 
Christmas in July, the Sister Parish Committee hopes that with your 
generous support we are able to remain in a position to answer the 
needs of the St. Genevieve Parish.  We look to maintain our com-
mitment to the school through a hot lunch program and fair-wage 
teacher salaries.  However, we also know that in good faith, we may 
be asked to do more.

Community healthcare has been on the agenda at our meet-
ings now.  What is the most basic human right for simple health 
services, and what should and might be done to assure this.  In 
the age of pandemic, cholera and covid are both addressable and 
reasonable to avoid, but not without any healthcare.  What can and 
should we look to do in this area?  We will continue to pursue and 
share with our parish our findings and thoughts on addressing this 
imminent concern.

What the future holds for Haiti is unclear.  But with the help of the 
St Patrick St Anthony parishioners, we stand ready to honor our 
pledge to be in Covenant, through any calamity, with our Haitian 
family.  Thank you for your support of the Sister Parish Committee’s 
work in our Christmas in July Annual Fundrais-
ing Campaign.

Marc Sherer, Chair
Sister Parish Committee

We e k l y  O f fe r i n g s 
Th a n k  yo u  fo r  yo u r  

g e n e ro s i t y !

July 8 - 14, 2024
Online Giving: $8,445.23

Weekly: $5,819.92

Total:14,290.16
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Please Pray for the Sick

Paula Molitar, Joseph Shertick, Greg Reed, Kathryn Eagers, 
Tommie Henry, Syl Ciraulo, Mary Ertel, Gary Winn, Mary 

Joyce Castafero, Bobby Lombardo, John Gannon, Rosemarie 
Perkoski, Susan Degennaro, and Deborah Godin.

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, July 20, 2024
4:00 PM	 Marie Farr Elterich & Joyce Sambogna
Sunday, July 21, 2024
8:00 AM	 In Memory of Jeremiah Dowd 
10:00 AM  	  
11:45 AM	 Francesco & Elisa Lanaro 
5:00 PM	 Marion “Mary”  Viola
Monday, July 22, 2024 
7:30 AM 	 Prayer intentions for our parishioners 
12:05 PM	 Prayer intentions for the Christians of Syria, Lebanon & 	
	 Palestine
Tuesday, July 23, 2024 
7:30 AM	 Madeline Capodanno 
12:05 PM	 Christopher Shea, 2nd Anniversary
Wednesday, July 24, 2024
7:30 AM	 Prayer intentions for the parishioners of St. Genevieve 
12:05 PM	 William McCauley
Thursday, July 25, 2024
7:30 AM	  
12:05 PM	 James Curtis 
Friday, July 26, 2024
7:30 AM	  
12:05 PM	 Sadie & James Baio
Saturday, July 27, 2024
4:00 PM	 Dan Nolan
Sunday, July 28, 2024
8:00 AM	 Julio Cesar Lemes 
10:00 AM  	 Fr. Jim Hynes, O.F.M., in memory of his 73rd Birthday 
11:45 AM	 John Lemega, 55th Anniversary 
5:00 PM	 Orville Russell 

Archdiocese Mission Co-Op Collection 
August 3/4

The second collection on August 3 & 4 will be for the Mission co-op. 
This year we are partnering with The Catholic diocese 
of Pathanamthitta. You can donate by going to 
https://tinyurl.com/missioncoopSPSAor scanning the 
QR code.

Catholic Diocese of Pathanamthitta
Mission Appeal 

The Catholic diocese of Pathanamthitta was established in March 
2010 and it is one of the newest dioceses in the church. It lies at 
the southernmost part of India. As we are in the initial stage, we 
are making every effort to build this diocese up both spiritually 
and temporally. We try to give the gospel of our Lord to the 45,000 
faithful of the diocese and 1,500,000 inhabitants of the county of 
Pathanamthitta. The diocese currently has hundred parish/mission 
stations and 120 priests.

- One of the most urgent needs of the diocese is to promote voca-
tions to priesthood and religious life which will in turn contribute to 
the overall development of the region. The diocese has to meet all 
the expenses of seminarians during their formation as most of their 
families are not in a position to do so.

- Special attention for the well-being and care of the marginalized 
of the society. Homes run by the diocese for the mentally challenged 
and a home for the physically challenged help the downtrodden 
from the area by giving them hope and showing them mercy.

- Our diocese, through the churches and organizations, is helping 
the people with food, medical care and other needs. Through the 
social service society, the diocese tries to help many people who are 
economically, socially and educationally down.

- Diocese intended to provide houses conducive for living to every-
one residing within the territory of the Diocese of Pathanamthitta. 
The project has three Schemes: 1. Help for Renovation: where 
considerable financial aid will be given for the renovation of the 
house;  2. Support to those who have land and no house: give the 
neediest assistance to construct a new house; 3. Support to those 
who have no land and no house: give the neediest assistance to 
construct both land and house.

We envision, the return of the mission preaching, to be used for 
supporting the seminary formation of our candidates for priest-
hood and for helping the poor people in our area. Whatever 
financial support you could extend to this cause will be deeply 
appreciated.

Correction from Last Week’s Mass Intentions
Friday, July 19, 2024
7:30 AM	 Gabriele & Licia Ciogli by Maria Posteraro

https://tinyurl.com/missioncoopSPSA
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PASTORAL STAFF
Fr. Timothy J. Shreenan, O.F.M., Pastor, tshreenan@gmail.com
Fr. William Beaudin, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Guardian,  
     wlbeaudin@gmail.com

Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate, pcurtis@spsact.org

Kristina DiDominzio, Business Manager, kdidominzio@spsact.org

Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement,
     aholstgrubbe@spsact.org
Br. Kevin Hamzik, O.F.M., Visiting Friar

Fr. Michael Johnson, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Director of Franciscan 
     Center for Urban Ministry, mikeinbolivia@gmail.com

Fr. John Leonard, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar, jleonard@spsact.org

Dr. Gabriel Löfvall, Director of Music Ministry, glofvall@spsact.org

Fr. A. Francis Soucy, O.F.M., Parochial Vicar & Senior Associate Friar, 
afsofm@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Carolyn Abramo, Parish & Center Administrative Assistant, 
     cabramo@spsact.org

Sarah Christopher, Parish Communications Director,  
     schristopher@spsact.org

Stacie Mawson, Saturday Receptionist, smawson@spsact.org

Barbara Sullivan, Saturday Receptionist, bsullivan@spsact.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF
Deborah Pelletier, Religious Ed Team Coordinator, 
     dpelletier@spsact.org

Sarah Christopher, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Mary Gray, Family Program

Lauren Kasperowski, Traditional Program

Faith VosWinkel, Confirmation

Abigail Sheehan, 7th & 8th Grade

MAINTENANCE STAFF
Gilberto Lisboa, Church Custodian

St. Patrick - St. Anthony StaffWe are here to serve you...
We are here to serve you. The programs and ministries listed below 
are just a sampling of our many offerings. Please go to www.spsact.
org or call the Parish Office at  860-756-4034 for more information.

Baptism: Baptism of infants and young children may be celebrated 
during Sunday Mass and Group Baptisms on the 1st Saturday of 
each month outside of the season of Lent.  
Patricia Curtis, Pastoral Associate; 860-756-4034, EXT. 113.

Matrimony: The Sacrament of Marriage at St. Patrick-St. Anthony 
Church are celebrated Friday and Saturdays. The Bride or Groom 
should contact Carolyn Abramo, Wedding Manager; 860-756-4034, 
EXT. 111 or https://spsact.org/wedding-request-form/  to begin 
preparation for Marriage, normally one year in advance and before 
any other arrangements are made for a reception.

Pastoral Care Outreach Minstry: We offer holistic care in collabo-
ration with the parish staff (friars, ministry coordinators, and parish 
nurses). Members of this team are responsible for visiting parishio-
ners at home or in long term and short term care facilities. Fr. John 
Leonard, O.F.M.; 860-756-4034, EXT. 129.

Prayer Network: The St. Patrick–St. Anthony Prayer Network con-
sists of approximately fifty parishioners who commit themselves to 
praying daily for those in need. https://spsact.org/prayer-network-
prayer-request/ or Parish Office; 860-756-4034.

Open Hearts LGBTQ+ Ministry: This ministry consists of two 
Groups: Open Hearts holds monthly fellowship meetings, and 
Friends and Family (LGBTQ+) Support Ministry, which supports 
members and allies of the LGBTQ+ community. 
For information on Open Hearts:
https://spsact.org/contact-open-hearts-ministry/
For information on Friends and Family contact: 
 https://spsact.org/contact-form-for-friends-family-ministry/

Volunteering and Outreach Ministry Information:  
St. Patrick-St. Anthony invites individuals to give freely of their time 
and expertise in order to make a difference. Our volunteers partic-
ipate in liturgical ministries as well as other forms of service to the 
church, the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry and the communi-
ty at large. Allison Holst-Grubbe, Director of Community Engagement; 
aholstgrubbe@spsact.org; 860-756-4034, EXT. 110.

Keep Up with News from St. Patrick - St. Anthony  
and  The Franciscan Center for Urban Minsitry  

Go to https://tinyurl.com/SPSA-news 
or scan the QR code
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36 Jencks St.
East Hartford

860-528-9337
www.tandjautobody.com

9019 St. Patrick/St. Anthony, Hartford, CT (B)  John Patrick Publishing Company 1-800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net 

Personal, Responsive and Eff ective 
Representation

Offi  ce 860-827-6453
Cell 860-748-5296

Email wjs@sweeneylawllc.com
www.sweeneylawllc.com

One Liberty Square | New Britain, CT 06051| Parishioner

SANTO
HAIR
FORUM
Santo Miano
Parishioner
860-293-2300
21 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut 

906 Farmington Ave.
West Hartford, CT 06119
860-232-1322

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
We Service & Install: Central Air Conditioning

Gas & Oil Heating Systems • Water Heaters
Air Purifi cation Systems

Lic. & Ins. • 24 Hr. Emergency Service
860.681.6818

www.select-mech.com

1096 Main Street 
Newington, CT 06111 
(860) 665-0478

OPEN: WED-SUN 
11:00 AM – 9:00 PM 

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY

COMMERCIAL
ROOFING LLC
860-528-4660

www.dzenroofi ng.com

Over 40 Years Experience
Disability/SS • Family Practice 

Criminal • Personal Injury 
860-527-9111

Proud 
Supporter 

of 
St. Patrick-
St. Anthony

Training Specialist - Independent Consultant

Consultant # 826237

www.pamperedchef.biz/carolynabramo
CELL: 860-888-4009 • EMAIL: capickle@gmail.com

www pamperedd hch fef bbiiz//c
CAROLYN ABRAMO

Thomas M. Sliney, CFA     
“St. Patrick Parishioner”

 Your Local Financial Advisor
Wealth Management & Retirement Planning

Accounts held at Fidelity Investments
860-550-2683 •  Tom@Baycolonyadvisors.com

Call for a free initial consultation.
Investment advisory services off ered through Bay Colony Advisors, 

a SEC Registered Investment Advisor. 

44 Woodland St. Rear
Hartford, CT 06105

860-728-5431
#2 Fuel Oil | Heating & Cooling 

Service and Installation
HOD-000924 • S1-303418

Check Engine Light Experts
European & Asian Specialist

European Master Tech 40 Yrs. Exp.
860-727-9512

cesarsforeigncar@yahoo.com
www.cesarsforeigncar.com

Farley Sullivan
Funeral Home

34 Beaver Road • Wethersfi eld
50 Naubuc Avenue • Glastonbury

860-563-9999

68 LaSalle Rd., West Hartford, CT 0610768 LaSalle Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107
(860) 523-5261(860) 523-5261

www.matthewphillipsalon.comwww.matthewphillipsalon.com

the latest deals, offers & events 
by your bulletin sponsors

FindingFABER

F R E EDOWNLOAD!

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeannie

203-530-8048 • jrapp@jppc.net


